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A SERMON ON THE SPIRITUALITY AND TRUTH OF DIVINE 
WORSHIP. 


The substance of a discourse delivered at the dedication of the 
Methodist Church in Danville, Vt. Oct. 30, 1822. 


BY THE REV. W. FISKE, 4. M. 


God is a Spirit; and they that worship him, must worship him in spirit and in 
truth. Joun iv. 24. 


THERE Is scarcely a people so rude and irreligious, but have 
some ideas of worship due to a Supreme Being. And most 
nations, in all ages of the world, have reduced their worship to 
some kind of a system; having prescribed forms, rites and places, 
of religious service. But none of the nations of antiquity, had so 
perfect a system of this kind as the Jews. And no wonder, for 
theirs was the form, theirs the ritual, theirs the ordinances pre- 
scribed and dictated by God himself. ‘As Moses was admon- 
ished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle; forsee, 
saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern, show- 
ed to thee in the mount.” 

The Samaritans, especially in the days of our Lord, were not 
far behind the Jews in their forms of worship. Indeed they were 
much the same. After the king of Assyria had carried away 
captive, the ten tribes of Israel, he settled Samaria by a colony 
from Babylon and other places. These, at the first, were much 
annoyed by lions; which led them to conclude, that the tutelary 
god of that country was offended with them, ‘* because they knew 
not the manner of the God of the land.” To remedy this evil, 
a priest of the Israelites was sent among them, “who taught them 
how they should fear the Lord.” That is, taught them the man- 
ner in which their predecessors, the Israelites, worshipped. ht 
seems, however, they did not,-at this time, entirely renounce their 
idolatro:s worship; for though “they feared the Lord,” yet “they 
served their own gods.” But soon after the restoration of the 
Jews from the Babylonish captivity, these Samaritansrenounced 
Vor. VIL. 1} 
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idolatry altogether,—had them a temple built on mount Gerrizim, 
and attended to the same forms of worship with the Jews. 

But both the Samaritans and the Jews at the time of our Lord’s 
incarnation, had lost the substance in the shadow, the essence in 
the form. And now they were contending about the place of wor- 
ship: the one maintajning that the mountain of Samaria: the 
other that Jerusalem, was “the place where men ought to wor- 
ship.” Christ came to correct their errors on this subject—to 
show them what the acceptable worship of God was, and how it 
was to be performed. ‘This he does in a clear manner, in that 
discourse with the woman of Samaria, of which our text makes a 
part. 

Your attention is mvited to this subject at the present time, 
because, on several accounts, we think it suited to tlris occasion. 
It is certainly very proper in dedicating a house to the worship of 
God, that we should examine for our own direction, those princi- 
ples that are to guide and influence us in the service of his house. 
And as we have sometimes been misunderstood by some, and mis- 
represented by others, it is perhaps a duty we owe ourselves, to 
state and explain the nature and manner of that worship, which we 
pay to “the God of our fathers.” Besides, it is a duty which we 
owe to our neighbours of other denominations, among whom we 
have built a house to the worship of the God of Heaven, to state, 
with all frankness, our principles of devotion and system of wor- 
ship; that they may be able to determine how far it will be con- 
sistent for them to own us, and have intercourse with us as Chris- 
tian brethren. | | 

The doctrine of the text is contained in two propositions. 

First, The worship of God must be spiritual. 

Second, The worship of God must be in truth. 

And the doctrine of these two propositions, is confirmed and 
enforced by the introductory clause to our text, ‘“‘ God is a Spirit.” 

I. The worship of God must be spiritual. By this we are to 
understand, 

1. That the worship of God consists in the right dispositions 
of the heart, and proper exercises of the mind, rather than in 
any outward peculiarity of time, form or place. 

It is not meant by this, that no outward form is necessary. 
Neither Christ nor his apostles taught this. And such is the 
nature of man in this compound being of matter and spirit, such 
is the connection between the soul and the body, and such is the 
dependence of the former upon the latter, that outward exercise 
seems absolutely necessary to the reception of most of our inward 
sensations ; and, in a greater or less degree, inseparably connect- 
ed with their continuance. It is true, the exercises of the mind 
are sufficiently distinguished from those of the body, to convince 

every careful observer, that they are not the same; and yet so 
related, that every one must see thev were designed to act toge- 
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ther. The soul is confined and cramped in its motions, and 
cannot move to such purpose and efficiency alone, as when there 
is a corresponding action in the senses and members of the body. 
This not only gives energy, but constancy to the exercises of the 
mind. So natural and habitual is it, for the mind to receive its 
ideas and carry them into operation, through an outward medium 
that it is difficult to fix the attention for any length of time, with- 
out this medium. And, in his worship, as well as in other things, 
God designed that men should act in their compound nature, hav- 
ing a connection with the material, as well as with the spiritual, 
world. If the soul and body were united, in so mysterious and 
wonderful a manner, merely for the purposes of this world, it 
would seem God encumbered the soul with a body, for a very 
unimportant object. But when we learn, that they were united 
that we might “ glorify God with our bodies,” as well as “ with 
our spirits-which are his;” when we are taught “to present our 
bodies a living sacrifice to God,” we then see, that these, as well 
as our spirits, have a very important part to perform, in the ser- 
vice of God. And this must of course be by. some outward form. 

Further: since man is a social being, it is consistent to sup- 
pose, that God designed men should be associated together in his 
worship. And this is agreeable to the divine command, “ For- 
sake not the assembling of yourselves together.’ But there can 
be no social worship, without some outward intelligible sign and 
form. Neither can there be soc‘al worship, without some place 
in which it is performed. Though it be not in the mountain of 
Samaria, nor at Jerusalem; though it be not in a consecrated 
temple, yet it must be somewhere, and at some time. ‘And if the 
worship be stated, if it be not left to mere chance, it must be in a 
regularly concerted place, and at an appointed time. : 

From all these considerations it is very evident, that our Lord. 
did not mean to prohibit outward forms, or the use of any esta- 
blished place of worship. But it was his design to show the im- 
propriety of considering any place or any form, as constituting the 
essential part of his worship. The sanctity of no place, the per- 
fection of no outward exercise, would render acceptable the ser- 
vice of an indevotional heart. On the other hand, if the heart 
were devotional, the worship would be acceptable, in whatever 
place, and under whatever form. 

“He that worships God must worship him in spirit.” As the 
body without the soul is dead, so the form of worship without the 
inward spirit of devotion, is dead also. As an attendance at 
court, and a punctilious observance of the ceremonies, in the 
king’s presence chamber, does not make one that is a rebel at 
heart, a loyal subject; so an attendance at the place of worship, 
and a strict observance of the forms of religion, does not make a 
man of an indevotional spirit, an acceptable worshipper. He is 
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a “cloud without water.” He is a “ sounding brass, and a 1 tink- 
ling cymbal.” 

2. God’s worship is spiritual, as distinguished from the specu- 
lative exercise of the intellectual faculties. 

There is a clear distinction between a devotional mind, and a 
mind exercised about the things of devotion. A distinction, how- 
ever, which many seem not to have been sufficiently observed. 
In this respect it is very evident the Jews and Samaritans were in 
an error. And it is certain, the Christian church has been more 
or less afflicted with this error, from the apostolic age to the pre- 
sent day. The Gnosticks first introduced it into the church, and 
the divinity of the schools has kept it alive. No part of Christen- 
dom perhaps, in modern times, has been so much afflicted in this 
way as New-England. We have reason to hope that we are re- 
forming in this respect; but we are not yet wholly rid of a dry 
metaphysical divinity, which makes the best part of religion con- 
sist in abstruse speculations of the mind, and abstract decisions of 
the judgment. Hence we hear, in our worshipping assemblies, @ 
great deal of “essay preaching,” as it has been aptly termed. 
Instead of the marrow of the gospel, the people are detained to 
hear a long course of reasoning, on some dry unprofitable thesis in 
school divinity, ten thousand of which would not be instrumental 
in converting a soul. At one time, there is much labour to prove, 
that true saints will rejoice as much over the misery of the damned, 
as over the happiness of the saved. At another time, a long list 
of speculations and syllogisms is brought forward to prove, that the 
regenerate are possessed of “disinterested benevolence.” Again, 
we are called to determine, by a laboured metaphysical investiga- 
tion, whether the prayer of the awakened sinner before regenera- 
tion, is a holy or an unholy exercise. And men are taught that their 
characters, as true or false worshippers, are decided, according as 
they assent to, or dissent from, such propositions. ‘Hence, when 

they are examined in relation to their experience, to determine 
whether they are suitable persons for church-membership, they 
are- asked such questions as the following. ‘‘ Do you love God, 
for what he is in and of himself, as for his supposed communica- 
tions to your” * Is your happiness i in yourself, or out of yourself?” 
‘Are you willing to glorify God by being eternally miserable ?” 
And many others of a similar nature. Such preaching and such 
exercises are called spiritual worship. To investigate such sub- 
jects, and to understand such investigations, to ask such questions, 
and to answer them when asked, require, it is acknowledged, a 
vigorous exertion of the mind. It is not an outward form, but an 
inward exercise. It is, however, any thing else, but worship: and 
approxiiates but little nearer to true devotion, than mere outward 
form. The understanding may be informed, the head may be 
@sthodox, when the flame of devotion has never been lit up in the 
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heart. A man may think closely, reason acutely, and decide 
correctly, on different subjects in theology, and he feel nothing. 
In spiritual worship the heart is interested, the affections fix them- 
selves on God, the soul goes-out in holy aspirations after God, 
inhales the spirit of its divine original, and thus holds a spiritual 
and indescribable communion with the Father of spirits. And 
this frame of mind is so distinct from light in the understanding, 
that the latter may exist without producing the former. And if a 
theoretical knowledge of essential religious truths is not devotion, 
how much less so is that speculative knowledge of metaphysical 
divinity, against which we have been objecting. To such a sys- 
tem of worship, the declaration of our Lord will for ever stand 
opposed. He that worships God, must worship him in spirit— 
He must feel as well as kKnew—must love as well as reason. 

3. The spiritual worship of God includes something more than 
the excitement of merely animal feelings, or the flights of a warm 
imagination. 

While the idea of worshipping God in spirit, implies much of 
warmth, of ardour, and of cordial affection, it is a holy warmth, 
a heavenly ardour, a pure affection. It is true, it takes the whole 
of man to worship God. ‘The sympathies of our nature, and even 
the imagination itself, are called in to assist, in the work of devo- 
tion. But it is only to avd, not to lead, in this sacred employment. 
It is to be feared, the religious exercises of many are too sensual, 
in consequence of suffering their animal feelings to have an undue 
influence. In such cases, instead of being spiritual worship, it 
becomes sensual excitement. ‘To correct this, the nobler facul- 
ties of the soul must be in exercise, as well as the affections of 
the heart, and the sympathies of our nature. Knowledge of God, 
and of religious truths, must be the exciting cause and regulator of 
the feelings; and then there will be no danger. For there is no- 
danger of feeling too much in religion, provided that feeling is found- 
ed on a proper basis. Whoever knew the man that felt too humble, 
too penitent, too great a sense of his unworthiness and ill-deserts, in 
view of his sinfulness? Whoever felt too much love, too much joy, 
too much gratitude, from a scriptural view of Christ as his Re 
deemer and Saviour? Can a man feel too much reverence and 
awe, from the consideration that the eye of the Almighty is upon 
him, and that he is in the presence of the Jehovah of Hosts ? Or 
can any one, in view of his own pressing wants and imminent dan- 
ger, or in. view of the wants and dangers of others, feel too much 
importunity in prayer? It is presumed, that, in all these cases, 
strong feelings are not only allowable, but commendable, and well 
suited to the worship of God. This then is spiritual worship, 
where the sympathies of our nature and the feelings of our heart, 
are excited and regulated by our knowledge of divine things. If 
there be knowledge without feeling, the devotion has neither life 
nor spirit. If there be feeling more than knowledge, or without 
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knowledge, the devotion is partly or wholly sensual, and not 
spiritual. ‘‘ He that worships God, must worship him in spirit.” 
Under this head it may be proper to notice a character, who, for 
the want of a more descriptive appellation, I beg leave to call, the 
sentumental worshipper. Him whose imagination or muse or sickly 
sensibility, supplies with all his devotion. I hardly know how to 
describe this character, and yet I would not fail to do it; for the 
feelings by which he is influenced, and which he communioates to 
others, are specious and deceptive, and therefore dangerous. You 
may know him perhaps by his descriptions. He talks of Heaven, 
but it is a Heaven of sense. In his opinion, 


“ All goodly things that mark our sphere, 
Glow in diviner beauty there.” 


The Elysium of the ancient heathens, or the paradise of Mahomet, 
or the Heaven of Count Swedenborg, would suit him; but that 
Heaven of the spiritual worshipper, that consists in being where 
Christ is and being like him, would hardly make such a man hap- 

He talks of celestial spirits, but they are such as seem only 
suited, like the fabled Satyrs of the ancients, to dance in some 
sacred wood, or like their nymphs, to sport around their conse- 
crated fountains. You may know him by the manner in which his 
devotional feelings are excited. This is frequently: by reading 
romantic tales and poetic descriptions. Romantic scenes also, 
have a great influence on minds of this cast.. Their devotional 
feelings are greatly excited when walking by moonlight, through 
some picturesque scenery, where gurgling streams, and branching 
trees, and amber clouds, unite their effects to soothe and soften 
the heart: and they are kindled to raptures in grand and sublime 
scenes :—when sitting, for example, under some craggy cliff of 
the mountain, they gaze upon the passing clouds, and listen to the 
roar of the careering storm. At such a time, even a Byron 
turns devotee, and sings of God, eternity and Heaven! Such 
feelings differ as widely from the true spirit of devotion, as the 
painted sun-beam differs from the sun itself. They are religion’s 
counterfeit, and devotion’s bane. ‘True spiritual devotion is ac- 
companied with a deep sense of the exceeding sinfulness of sin, 
the holiness of God, the spirituality of Heaven; but this has no 
sense of these things. Such devotion seems to be the efferves- 
cence of merely natural feelings, without making any reckoning 
upon the necessity of the atonement, or placing any reliance upon 
the Saviour: whereas the spiritual worshipper lays Christ as the 
foundation of all his devotion; and he loves and adores, not be- 
cause outward scenes are beautiful and sublime, but because he 
has a spiritual view of the perfections of God, and a spiritual relish 
for divine things. But we pass to examine the next proposition, 
which, as it is intimately connected with the foregoing, will cast 


much light upon it. | | “4 












































A Sermon on Joun iv. 24, by the Rev. W. Fisk, A.M. 87 


II. God’s worship must be in truth. 

The truth of worship relates to what is to be believed ; what is 
to be experienced; and what is to be done. And these are all 
intimately and inseparably connected one with the other. He that 
separates these does violence to the worship of God—He that 
swells one to the diminution of the other, disfigures the worship 
of God—And he that leaves out one, makes defective the worship 
of God. And in all and every such case, God is not worshipped 
in truth. ‘* What God has joined together, let not man put asun- 
der.” In dwelling for a few moments upon these several partic- 
ulars, we shall see their importance and their mutual connection. 

1. The truth of worship relates to what is to be believed. In 
the word of God, faith is uniformly made the foundaton of all ex- 
perimental religion. And well it may be; for unbelief is the 
foundation of all irreligion, and all false religion. It was by unbe- 
lief, that the first pair fell; and from that time till this, unbelief has 
been the root of all sin. And to bring man back from a sinful to 
a holy state, directly opposite means should be used from those by 
which he fell from a holy to a sinful state. His restoration is 
analogous to his fall by contrast. He fell by unbelief; and he 
must be raised by faith. He fell by rejecting in heart the truth of 
God; and he must be raised.by rejecting in heart, the falsehood 
of sin and satan. He fell by believing a lie; and he must be 
raised by believing the truth. 

Now if these sentiments be true, and that they are, he who 
credits the bible, cannot deny, it follows, that it is not a matter of 
indifference what a man’s faith is. ‘To worship God in truth, we 
must believe the truth. This doctrine of our text then, stands 
directly opposed to a popular idea of the present day, that it is 
no matter what a man believes, if he be but sincere. When it-can 
be proved that this declaration of our Lord, ‘ He that worships 
God, must worship him in truth,” means the same as this, “ He 
that worships God may worship him in falsehood and a lie,” then 
and not till then, may the foregoing sentiment be correct. The 
idea, however, that “ one religion is as good as another, if you 
are sincere in it,” brings to its aid, the plea of charity. “ You 
must be charitable, or you are unchristian.” But modern charity, 
in many instances, is not founded in a love to all religions so much 
as in an indifference to any. Such charity would unchristianize 
the church, and turn even the unanimity of the Millennium, into 
a conspiracy of infidels. To be charitable, in this sense, is 
to believe every body right, and no body in danger except 
bigots ; and against them, it is thought, to be a high proof of 
charity to be extremely bigotted. 1am no friend of bigotry, pro- 
perly so called. But I believe that is not our greatest danger, at 
the present day. The great adversary of the church has tried 
hard and long to injure Christianity by bigotry ; and has suc- 
ceeded too far. But he has now changed his mode and means of 
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attack; and bids fair to meet with much better success, by be- 
coming a zealous advocate for charity. And all are aiding his 
crafty policy, who are saying, “It is no matter what a man be- 
lieves, if he be but sincere.” ‘ But is it not enough for a man to 
be stncere ?” Not in the general acceptation of that term. Sin- 
cerity as it now goes, is but another name for voluntary ignorance, 
or wicked prejudice, or earnestly sought for, and much desired, 
self-deception. Because men neglect to search after truth; or 
because the wickedness of their hearts leads them to reject truth ; 
or because, by much exertion, they succeed in blinding their own 
minds, and settle down upon a system, which they are very de- 
sirous to have true; is it therefore as well with them? If so, why 
did God reveal a system of truth? Why not leave every man to 
choose his own way, and his own system? It would be just as well, 
according to the doctrine of modern sincerity. A sincerity this, 
which makes void the word of God, and renders useless the 
announcements of Heaven. But ‘let him that heareth under- 
stand,” that, whatever may be the case, with those who have no 
revelation, yet to all who have, “ the hour cometh and now is, 
when they who worship the Father must worship him tn truth.” 
And we wish to have it expressly understood, that this house is 
set apart and dedicated to the worship of the Gop or TRUTH. 
Here we expect truth will be investigated ; and here, as far as we 
understand it, we design it shall be preached; and here we hope 
many will be brought to believe and embrace it. 

When we speak, however, of the necessity of believing the 
truth, in order to be true worshippers, we include only such 
truths as effect a spiritual experience, and produce a godly life. 
Many questions are violently agitated in the Christian world, on 
which some lay much stress, which do not materially affect man’s 
salvation. These abstract metaphysical propositions, alread 
hinted at, make no essentia) part of this system of truth, for which 
we contend. We do not hold it necessary to constitute a man a 
true worshipper, that he should know whether God’s foreknow- 


ledge and predetermination are both one, or wherein they differ. 


Neither do we think it essential whether a man in baptism be- 


lieve in little or much water. Men may take opposite sides in 
these and similar questions, and yet be true worshippers. 

The essential principles of godliness, are-few and plain. They 
are clearly revealed in the word of God; which is the only and 
sufficient standard for faith and practice. It is these essential 
truths, which we expect you will often hear insisted upon, illus- 
trated, confirmed and enforced, from this pulpit. 

They are principally as follow : 

1. There is one God, eternal, unlimited, and indivisible; and 
yet, in the mystery of his incomprehensible existence, subsists in 
a distinction of three, called in scripture, the Father, the Word (or 
Son) and the Holy Ghost. This distinction is not merely nomi- 
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nal, ideal or official, but positive and substantial ; and yet-such as 
not to destroy the divine unity. 

This God is the Creator and preserver of all things. 

2. Man, the workmanship of God, was made pure and holy. 
But by his voluntary and unnecessitated act, fell from his state of 
holiness; and by this apostacy, the whole human race were in- 
volved in natural and moral depravity—so that man, unassisted 
by divine grace, has neither natural or moral ability to serve God, 
or fit himself for heaven. Not only is “ the whole heart faint,” 
but also “ the whole head is sick.” 

3. The Word, the second in the Godhead, took human nature, 
“became flesh, and dwelt amongst us.” And as ‘God manifest 
in the flesh,” became by his sufferings and death, “a propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world.” So that the provisions of the 
gospel are universal, and suited to the fallen and debilitated state 
of the whole human family.* 

4. Man is convicted, regenerated and sanctified, by the efficient 
agency of the Holy Ghost, through the merits and righteousness of 
Jesus Christ; and thus prepared and made meet for the enjoy- 
ment of God and Heaven. But repentance towards God, and 
fatth in our Lord Jesus Christ, are conditions, without which, this 
work will never be accomplished in the soul. This faith and re- 

entance are really the acts of the creature; but they are perform- 
ed by strength and assistance given, through the mercy of Jesus 
Christ ; for we have already seen, that man’s moral weakness is 
provided for in the gospel; so that all the glory of man’s salva- 
tion from the foundation to the topstone, is secured to God in 
Christ; and yet man’s agency is intimately and necessarily con- 
nected therewith. Hence his condemnation, if he neglect to re- 
pentwdnd beligye, will rest solely upon himself—Being the known 
consequence of his own voluntary and unnecessitated choice. 

5. Man is kept in a state of acceptance with God by the exer- 
cise of faith. But it is abundantly evident from scripture, from 
experience, and from the very nature of faith and man’s agency, 
that this faith may be lost; or, by neglect, become dead and good 
for nothing. ‘Therefore the believer is in danger of apostacy : and 
hence the necessity, if we would preach the gospel in truth, of 
warning him to take heed ; of pointing out his danger, and stir- 
ring him up to diligence and perseverance. 

6. Without holiness no man.can see the Lord. The Jaw of 
God is exceeding broad, and requires truth in the inward parts. 
The doctrine, therefore, of entire sanctification, is a necessary 
article in the faith of a true worshipper. And since this work is 


“To say the atonement is universal for all mankind, and yet deny, that the 
provisions of the gospel in their remedial and salutary nature, are not adapted to 
man's moral weakness, is to say, there is a sufficient and complete remedy, for 2 
sick man, but he cannot receive it and be benefitted by it, because he is so sick. 
This is an absurdity which cannot be farthered upon the gospel. 
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not ordinarily completed at conversion, it must be done after— 
and as it is a preparotory work, it must be done in our preparatory 
state of existence, that is, in this life—and since it is effected 
through the cleansing merits of Christ’s blood, by the operations 
of the Holy Spirit, it must be received by faith—Consequently to 
worship God in truth, we must preach and believe in a present 
: and full salvation, not only from the condemning power and 
reigning influence of sin, but also from its indwelling and soul- 
polluting nature. And the same living faith in Christ, which gives 
this salvation at the first, will, if continually exercised, enable the 
soul “to serve God without fear in holiness and righteousness 
before him, all the days of his life.” 

7. There will be “a resurrection of the dead, both of the just 
and of the unjust.” 

8. There will be a general judgment; wherein all shall be 
judged and condemned or acquitted, “ According to the deeds 
done in the body.” 
| 9. The misery of the wicked, and the happiness of the righte- 
a ous, will be alike eternal. This appears from the very constitution 
‘| of the gospel. For while it secures immortality and eternal life to 
the believer, its remedial influences and operations, are no where 
represented as extending to those who are found sinners in eter- 
nity. But on the contrary, many scriptural considerations go te 
limit them to this world. Besides, the express sanctions of God’s 
law, and the plain declarations of scripture, clearly demonstrate, 
that after death, “he that is filthy shall be filthy still, and he that 
is holy shall be holy still.” The wicked, at the judgment, shall 
be sentenced into eternal punishment, and the righteous shall be 
received into life eternal. 


(To be concluded in our next.) eg, ” S2/ 
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WE now come to the most extraordinary circumstance of Mr. 
Simpson’s clerical life. He had long meditated the design of 
quitting the established church, and of casting in his lot among 
the dissenters. The reasons of this step were doubtless such 
as satisfied his own mind of the propriety and necessity of ‘it: 
but as it is not the design of this memoir to introduce questions 
of dispute between churchmen and dissenters, the writer passes 
over the reasons Mr. Simpson assigned for his conduct, and con- 
fines himself to portray the feelings of his heart, with reference 
to this memorable crisis, from his own language: “1 now re- 
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nounce a situation, which, in some respects, has been extremely 
eligible. I cast myself again upon the bosom of a gracious pro- 
vidence, which has provided for me all my life long. Hitherto, 
I must say, the Lord hath helped me. I have never wanted any 
manner of thing that has been necessary to my comfort. And, 
though I neither know what to do nor whither to go, yet 


‘The world is all before me, where to choose 
‘My place of rest, and Providence my guide.’ 


This extraordinary step the sacred dictates of conscience compel 
me to take. Jam truly sorry for it. ‘To me few trials were ever 
equal. I have loved the people among whom I have so long lived 
and laboured. And 1 have every reason to be satisfied with 
their conduct towards me. Neither hath the great Head of the 
church left us without seals to our ministry. The appearance of 
fruit, at times, has been large; and there are some, no doubt, 
among the people of our charge, who will be ont Joy and crown 
in the great day of the Redeemer’s coming. y friends must 
consider me as called away by an imperious Providence; and, I 
trust, they will be provided with a Successor more than equal, in 
every respect, to their late affectionate pastor. I think it neces- 
sary to say in this place, that the doctrines I have preached unto 
them for six and twenty years, I still consider as the traths of 
God. I have lived in them myself, and found comfort from them; 
I have faithfully made them known to others, as thousands can 
bear me a witness; we have seen them effectual to the pulling 
down the strong holds of sin and Satan, in a variety, of cases; 
and I hope to die in the same faith, and to find them the power 
of God unto the salvation of my own soul, in eternal glory, by 
Christ Jesus. I mean to preach the same doctrines, the Lord 
being my helper, during the whole remainder of my life, where- 
soever my lot may be cast. I am not weary of the work of the 
sacred ministry. I have, indeed, often been weary in it, but 
never of it. I pray God my spiritual vigour, life, and power, 
and love, and usefulness may abound more and more to the end 
of my Christian warfare.””* 

Speaking of his attachment to his Macclesfield connections, 
and the painful emotions he experienced in the thought of his 
separation from them, he says, “I prefer my present situation to 
most others I know of in England. If I had been disposed to 
leave it, I have not been without opportunity. ‘Twenty years ago, 
the late John Thornton, Esq. of Clapham, near London, volun- 
tarily offered to procure me better preferment, if I would accept 
of it; but I told him, after expressing my gratitude, that Divine 
Providence seemed to have placed me where I was, and I could 
not think of quitting my station, merely for the sake of a better 


* Plea for Religion, p. 140, 141. 







































92 Memoir of the Late Rev. Davip Simpson, M. A. 


living, till the time came that the same Providence should call 
‘me away. That time seems to be now come; since I cannot 
any longer keep my church and retain my honaur, in obeying the 
dictates of conscience. In my opinion, this is a providential call 
to quit my station, though I never expect to be so happily cir- 
cumstanced again. I know well what pain such a determination 
will give my dear people; but, with all due regard to the feelings 
of my friends, I must consider, that I am amenable, in the first 
place, to the great Head of the Church, for my conduct, and 
must, on the highest considerations, endeavour to conduct myself 
agreeably to his pleasure. After a thousand defects, both in my 
public ministrations and private conduct, I can almost say, I have 
done my best to promote as well the temporal as spiritual inter- 
ests of the town of Macclesfield; and I heartily wish my Successor 
may be more acceptable, more heavenly-minded, more laborious, 
more useful, and more successful, in winning sauls to Christ.”* 
Mr. Simpson thus concludes his account of his feelings, in the 
contemplation of this momentous change. “ My judgment has 
not been biassed by interest, by connections, by inclination, or 
by any human considerations whatever. I have thought much 
upon the subject; read on both sides of the question whatever 
has fallen in my way; conversed with various persons for the 
sake of information; suffered the matter to rest upon my mind 
for some years undetermined ; have never made my fears, suspi- 
cions, and dissatisfaction known to any man; and now, when I 
bring near to myself the thought of quitting one of the most com- 
modious churehes in the kingdom, erected on purpose for my 
own ministrations ; leaving interred by it many a precious deposit, 
who will, I trust, be my joy and crown, in the great day of the 
Lord Jesus, besides, a mother, a wife, two children, and a sister ; 
and giving up various kind friends, whom I love as my own soul, 
together with a large body of people, that, if it were possible, 
would have plucked out their own eyes, and given them to me:— 
What shall I say >—All that is affectionate within me recoils. I 
am torn with conflicting passions; and am ready to say with the 
Apostle, I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my 
friends and brethren, whom I love in the bowels of Jesus Christ. 
“‘ But, then, various passages of Scripture urge on me the most 
imperious considerations, to renounce a situation, which I cannot 
any longer retain with peace of mind.”t But how mysterious 
are the ways of Providence! About twelve hours before he was 
to have preached his farewell sermon, the supreme Arbiter of the 
world called him to join the church triumphant! Amidst the con- 
flicts which agitated his mind as to his episcopal connections, and 
anly a few days before the dissolution of his connection with the 
wasld, he was called to a severe trial in the death of his second 


* Plea for Religion, 343, + 360. 
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wife. ‘They were married in October, 1776, and had three chil- 
dren, one of whom died in infancy, and the eldest surviving, a 
daughter, died after a lingering illness, and a few months before 
her parents, giving good evidence of her personal interest in the 
salvation of the gospel. On this occasion, Mr. Simpson wrote 
the following interesting letter to his brother :— 


My Dear Brother, 


I have now to inform you, that my dear Betsy took her 
leave of mortal. things on the 25th of last month, at eight o’clock 
in the evening, after a severe affliction of five months, during the 
whole of which time, she was patient and resigned, beyond what 
I have almost ever seen or known. Towards the latter patt of 
her illness, however she was much more than resigned ; she was 
all on the stretch for mercy and salvation. You may be sure it 
has been a severe trial to her mother and myself, and the more 
so, as we are now left childless at home, and as she was the only 
daughter of her mother. It has been a time of much fatigue to 
Mrs. Simpson, because she scarcely ever could be prevailed 
upon to leave our poor dear child by day, and never by night, 
for all the five months. She is however pretty well, thank God, 
and bears our loss with remarkable fortitude and firmness of 
mind. Indeed we have much reason to be both resigned and 
thankful, because we have no reason to sorrow as those who have 
no hope. 

I am, my dear Brother, 
Your’s affectionately, 


D. S. 


Mrs. Simpson’s attentions to her daughter were so assiduous. 
and unremitted, that they very materially shook her own con- 
stitution. A change of air was tried, but without effect. She 
gradually became worse and worse, till she was unable to move 
out; and at length her dissolution appeared to be fast approach- 
ing. On the 27th of February, 1799, a physician was called in, 
who pronounced her complaint, a fever of a dangerous nature. 
On hearing this she said, “‘ God is faithful, and has promised ne- 
ver to forsake them that trust in him:” and from that time she 
gave up all desire of life, and requested nothing of a worldly na- 
ture might be mentioned to her. She saw that her time was 
short, and felt the importance of an habitual and actual readiness 
for the decisive hour of her approaching dissolution. On the 7th of 
March, she was peculiarly exercised in mind, with harassing 
temptations from the powers of darkness, and under the influ- 
ence of these temptations,.she was hurried to the gloomy regions 
of despondency, and refused to be comforted ; saying, she had de- 
ceived herself, that she had been in a deep sleep all her life, and 
was but just awakened to a sense of her misery. But the next 
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morning, in answer to her fervent and importunate prayers, the 
consolations of her Saviour’s love were shed abroad in her heart, 
and she was restored to the joyful assurance of her right and title 
to the inheritance of the saints in light. From that time, although 
her bodily sufferings increased, the tempter obtained no further 
advantage over her. On the 10th of March, she was collected 
and happy, and spent the whole day in prayer. At the close of 
the day she repeated the following lines with peculiar ardour :-— 


Give me a place at thy saints’ feet, 
Or some fall’n angel’s vacant seat ; 
i'll strive to sing as loud as they, 
Who sit above in brighter day. 


From the 10th to the 13th of March, she was very delirious ; 
but, on the morning of that day she was blessed with returning 
reason, and, though in the agonies of death, spent her few re- 
maining hours in prayer and praise. At six o’clock, she fell into 
a deep sleep, from which, at the close of the hour, she awoke in 
a blessed eternity. 

While Mrs. Simpson was in the state of affliction above des- 
cribed, and two days before her departure, Mr. Simpson address- 
ed the subjoined affecting letter to his son David, now of Bishops- 
gate Street, London: 


My Dear Son, 


Your Mother and I have both been confined to our beds for 
above a fortnight. I can hardly tell you what my complaint is, 
but [am brought very low. Your Mother’s complaint is a fever 
of the most dreadful kind. Her fate must be decided for life or 
death in two or three days. I would not have you come over, 
till you hear from me again, which shall be by to-morrow’s post, 
God willing. If you were upon the spot you could have no com- 
munication with her, nor even be permitted to see her, as she is 
generally delirious. ‘The Lord bless you, my dear son: you shall 
hear again to-morrow. 

Your affectionate, e 
But deeply afflicted Father, 
DAVID SIMPSON. 


Not many days after Mrs. Simpson was confined, Mr. Simpson 
himself was taken ill, and complained of a hectic cough, accom- 
panied with a slow fever, which, daily increasing, at length brought 
him to the house appointed for all living. But he was not un- 
prepared for the event. All his affairs had been settled and wound 
up by the predisposition of a gracious Providence. The paralytic 
affections, with which he had been for some time afflicted, now re- 
turned so frequently, and had so much impaired his health, that, 
as he himself expressed it, his work as a minister appeared to be 
done. As a writer, he had just finished his last intended publi- 
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cation. He had brought to a close the numerous executorships 
in which he had been engaged, with only one exception of:incon- 
siderable moment. His wife and younger daughter had been 
just removed to a better world ; his elder daughter had shortly 
before been married; and his son was happily fixed in a situation 
very congenial to his wishes. 

But, in other respects, his situation was affecting in the extreme. 
Mrs. Simpson lay in the helpless and dangerous condition we 
have described, in an adjoining room, while he was unable to 
afford her the least consolation by his presence. He had never- 
theless, the satisfaction of hearing, that as she approached her 
last hour, her confidence in God increased ; and, finally, that she 
closed an useful and exemplary life, rejoicing in the God of her 
salvation. At this painful juncture, he felt acutely ; but his ex- 
pressions evidenced the most perfect submission to the will of 
God. The religion which he had so many years zealously and 
successfully propagated, was his support. He said, ‘ All 2s well. 
—All will be well. These dispensations of God are right and 
just. I have every reason to praise him.” After he had taken 
finally to his bed, he was quite calm and happy, excepting that 
now and then he discovered some anxiety for Mrs. Simpson.— 
*‘ God” said he, “is going to close up the scene at once, and end 
eur lives and our labours together. It is an awful providence, 
but it is the will of God.” 

On Saturday the 16th, on being asked how he was, he replied, 
“very poorly.” A hope being expressed that he would get bet- 
ter he said, “ No, I shall never get better in this life. I have 
no desire to come back to life.. Our work is done. We leave 
the great scene of things now passing in the world to you. Why 
should I wish to live?” ‘That excellent hymn, which has so often 
brought comfort to the afflicted, was then read to him :-—— 


* Jesus, lover of my soul, 

Let me to thy bosom fly,” &c. 
When he appeared much affected. with the verse beginning, 
“Other refuge have I none,” &c. and said, it was very true of 
himself, and that he was a poor creature. The next day he 
desired a friend to read to him, saying, ‘I want some comforta- 
ble portion from the blessed scriptures ; all human supports. now 
fail me. Read some comfortable portion.” That text was then 
repeated to him, ‘‘ When my flesh and my heart fail me, God is 
the strength of my heart and my portion for ever.” He said 
“That, and other comfortable passages, frequently occur to my 
mind, and support me.” He afterwards said, “I consider all 
my eternal concerns as settled. All my dependence rests upon 
the great atonement. I have committed all my concerns into the 
hands of my Redeemer.” He then called to the person who at- 
tended him: “ Peter,” said he, “tell the people I am not dying 
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as a man without hope ;” and expressed his strong assurance of 
the happiness, that awaited him, and a desire to depart. In the 
evening he said, “ this is a very serious dispensation. It appears 
severe, very severe; first the shepherdess is taken away, and 
then the shepherd, and both as by one stroke. But f am per- 
fectly satisfied respecting it; and I know that this light affliction, 
which is but for a moment, shall work out for me a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.” 

His fever continued to increase, and his recovery became ex- 
tremely doubtful. Every one but himself was, beyond expression, 
anxious for his life. Prayer meetings were appointed, and nu- 
merously attended. Many strong cries and tears were offered 
up ; but the decree was gone forth. The supplications of the 
flock could not prevail for the recovery of the pastor. The ap- 
proach of an enemy, which every one around him dreaded, he 
hailed with composure and joy. One day after a severe fit of 
coughing, he said to his attendant, ‘‘ The way seems hard, but it 
is the way the children of God all ga; and I do not wish to be 
exempted from it. I know that my Redeemer liveth. I feel 
him precious. He supports me under all. O that I was able to 
express all I feel.” The doctor coming in soon afterwards, asked 
him, how he was? He replied, “partly here, and partly else- 
where.” Another day he said to the person who attended him, 
** How awful a thing it is for a man to be brought to his dying 
bed, and to have no hope beyond the grave. It is truly awful— 
but, blessed be God, this is not my case.” 

On Tuesday morning, March 19th, he gave his most affection- 
ate blessing to hisson. “I hope,” said he, “ the Lord will bless 
you when I am gone. [I trust he will; and I commend you to 
the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give 
you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified. he 
Lord bless you—the Lord bless you.” 

As his strength declined apace, he was soon unfit to see any of 
his friends but his immediate attendants, who had now given-up 
all hope of his recovery. The violence of the fever acting on 
his aineidiad system, had left only the ruins of what he had been; 
but they were the ruins of a noble mind. He spoke much of 
the glories of heaven, and the happiness of separate spirits; of 
their robes of righteousness, and their palms of victory; then, 
breathing his ardent wishes for the happiness of all who were 
present, he added, “ Pardon, peace, and everlasting felicity, are 
desirable things.” At length the thread of life was spun out, and, 
after a day of apparent suffering, on Saturday, the 24th of March, 
1799, he fell asleep in Jesus, a little after midnight, and spent his 
sabbath in the regions of bliss. Thus, after an active and labori- 
ous life, of which twenty-six years were spent in the town of 
Macclesfield, this eminent servant of Christ finished his course, 
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and went to receive his reward. In the new church at Maccles- 
field, is a very handsome monument erected, with an inscription 
as follows :— 


Sacred to the memory : 
Of the Rev. Davin Simpson, M. A. 
The first minister of this church, 

Who, after 26 years of laborious and uninterrupted service, 
Departed this life, March 24, 1799, aged 54. 
As a preacher of the gospel, 

He was zealous, faithful, and affectionate ; 

A pattern of good works in his life ; 

Pure a.id incorrupt in his doctrine ; 

A friend to the poor and distressed; ~- 

A comforter of the sick and afflicted ; 
A father to the orphans ; 
A husband to the widow; 
And, in his unusual charity, 
The good Samaritan. 


This monument was erected by an affectionate people, in grateful 
acknowledgement of the benefits they received from his ministry. 
Such were the last moments of this excellent man. He lived 
to promote the happiness of others; he died with a humble hope 
that he had not lived in vain, and the joyful confidence of his 
eternal union with “the spirits of just men made perfect,” in the 
holiness and bliss of the heavenly world. In his character there 
was a visible combination of the most interesting excellencies. 
Through every department of social life, he maintained all the 
virtues of a mind sanctified by the grace of God. The christian 
and the gentleman, piety and politeness, were united in his de- | 
portment. His industry in literary pursuits was indefatigable, and 
his attainments were such as to place him in the ranks of emi- 
nence. His person was pleasing; his eye bright and piercing ; 
and his aspect uncommonly commanding. . In the pulpit he shone 
with peculiar lustre. Few preachers had so happy and so natural 
a manner of delivery. His reading was singularly excellent; the 
modulations of his veice were so well disposed, and his emphasis 
so correctly laid, that illiterate people have expressed their opin- 
ion of his reading the lessons in the service, by saying, “ that it 
was like an explanation of the chapter as he went along.” His 
zeal for souls, and his endeavours to speak, as Baxter says, “ like 
a dying man to dying men,” made his sermons so interesting, 
that his church was always filled, and frequently thronged to 
overflowing. It was almost impossible for any one to he inatten- 
tive or trifling; a sacred awe generally rested upon the whole 
congregation. Every one saw that he was powerfully affected 
with the awful warnings, and encouraging invitations, he gave to 


others. He was plain and faithful; but his plainness was not 
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vulgarity, and his faithfulness was free from all that.disgusting fami- 
liarity, harshness, and severity, which too often degrade the pul- 
pit. Fear and ambition formed no part of his public character. 
He kept back no truth to avoid offence ; he acted no part to gain 
applause. He had cultivated that style of preaching which he 
thought most calculated to rouse the careless, and comfort the 
distressed. His favourite, as an author of sermons, was Davies, 
whom he most resembled in his own style, and in his genera! 
manner of preaching. He had one notion which may be consi- 
dered as peculiar; but which, f make no doubt, was formed 
from an attentive observation, as to the sort of style best calcu- 
lated to arrest and fix the attention of the people ; he would say, 
when reading any well composed tract, or short address, drawn 
up for the poor, “ It fs too well written, these finished things are 
not striking enough ; a person must be content to forfeit some of 
his fame as an elegant writer, if he would be useful.” Some 
persons who have read his last publication, may perhaps recollect 
passages, in which, they may see reason to think, he occasionally 
wrote under the influence of this opinion. And as his prevailing 
endeavour through life, was to be usefidl rather than to shine, it wii! 
be readily believed that he made some such sacrifices himself. 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 


REFLECTIONS ON VOLCANOS. 
(Concluded from page 59.) 





KvaprotH and M. Vauquelin have conjectured that the colour 
of basalt might be ascribed to carbon; but to cenfute this sup- 
position, we need only remark, that when a fusible mineral], even 


+f it contains less than ten hundredths of oxide of iron, is heated 


to a high temperature in a crucible made of clay and pounded 
charcoal, (crueset brasque) a considerable quantity of iron is pro- 
duced, as Klaproth has shown in the first volume of his Essays. 
Messrs. Gueniveau and Berthier assert, moreover, that there re- 
mains no more than from three to four-hundredths of oxide of iron 
in the scorie of highly heated furnances. Now, as lava contains 
a large proportion of iron, and as the basalt which has been 
analysed contains from fifteen to twenty-five hundredths of the 
same substance, it is not probable that carbon could exist in the 
presence of so large a quantity of iron without reducing ‘it.* 

Is it not possible that if hydrogen be disengaged from volcanos, 
metallic iron, the oxides of which have the property. of reducing 


* When these reflections were read before the Academy of Sciences, M. Vau- 
quelin observed that he had found carbon in the ashes ejected by the last erup- 
tton of Vesuvius—.4nnde Chim. tom. xxiii. p. 195. 
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at a high temperature, may be found in lava? It is at least eertain 
that it does not contain iron in the state of perioxide; for lava 
acts powerfully on a magnetized bar, and the iron it contains 
appears to be at the precise degree of oxidation which alone is 
determinable by water; that is to say, inthe state of deutoxide. 
1 have already shown, that if hydrogen be mixed with many times 
its volume of aqueous vapour, it becomes incapable of reducing 
oxides of iron. 

The necessity which appears to me to exist for the agency of 
water in volcanic furnaces, the presence of some hundred parts 
of soda in lava, as also of sea-salt and of several other chlorides, 
renders it very probable that it is sea-water which most common- 
ly penetrates into them. One objection, however, which I ought 
not to conceal, presents itself: namely, that it appears necessarily 
to follow from this supposition, that the streams of lava would es- 
cape through the same channels which had served to convey the 
water, since they would experience a slighter resistance in them 
than in those through which they are raised to the surface of the 
earth.—It might also be expected that the elastic fluids formed 
in volcanic furnaces before the ascent of the lava to the surface of 
the earth, would frequently boil up through these same channels 
to the surface of the sea. J am not aware that such a phenome- 
non has ever been observed, though it is very probable that the 
mophetes, so common in volcanic countries, are produced by 
these elastic fluids. 

On the other hand, we may remark that the long intervals be- 
tween the eruptions and the state of repose in which volcanos 
remain for a great number of years, seem to demonstrate that 
their fires become extinguished, or at least considerably dead- 
ened; the water would then penetrate gradually by its own pres- 
sure into imperceptible fissures to a great depth in the interior of 
the earth, and would accumulate in the vast cavities it contains. 
The volcanic fires would afterwards gradually revive, and the 
lava after having obstructed the channels through which the water 
penetrated, would rise to its accustomed vent; the diameter of 
which must continually increase by the fusion of its coats.— 
These are mere conjectures; but the fact is certain, that water 
does really exist in volcanic furnaces. 

It is evident that the science of volcanos is as yet involved in 
much uncertainty. Although there are strong grounds for the 
belief that the earth contains substances in a high degree combus- 
tible, we are still in want of those precise observations which 
might enable us to appreciate their agency in volcanic phenomena. 
For this purpose an accurate knowledge of the nature of the 
vapours exhaled by different volcanos is requisite, for the cause 
which keeps them im activity being certainly the same in each, 
the products common to all might lead to its discovery. All 
other products will be accidental; that is to say, they will be the 
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result of the action of heat upon the inert bodies in the neigh- 
bourhood of the volcanic furnace. 

The great number of burning volcanos spread over the surface 
of the earth, and the still greater number of mineral masses which 
bear evident marks of their ancient volcanic origin, ought to make 
us regard the ultimate or outermost stratum of the earth as a crust 
of sceriz, beneath which exists a great many furnaces, some of 
which are extinguished, while others are rekindled. It is well 
calculated to excite surprise, that the earth, which has endured 
through so many ages, should still possess an intestine force suffi- 
cient to heave up mountains, overturn cities, and agitate its whole 
mass. 

The greater number of mountains, when they arose from the 
heart of the earth, must have left these vast cavities, which would 
remain empty unless filled by water. I think, however, that De 
Luc and many other geologists, have reasoned very erroneously on 
these cavities, which they imagine stretching out into long galleries, 
by means of which earthquakes are communicated to a distance. 

An earthquake, as Dr. Young has very justly observed, is anala- 
gous to a vibration of the air. Itis a very strong sonorous undu- 
lation, excited in the solid mass of earth by some commotion 
which communicates itself with the same rapidity with which 
sound travels. The astonishing considerations in this great and 
terrible phenomenon are, the immense extent to which it is felt, 
the ravages it produces, and potency of the cause to which it must 
be attributed. But sufficient attention has not been paid to the 
ease with which all the particles of a solid mass are agitated. 
The shock produced by the head of a pin at one end of a long 
beam, causes a vibration through all its fibres, and is distinctly 
transmitted to an attentive ear at the other end. ‘The motion of 
a carriage on the pavement shakes vast edifices, and communicates 
itself through considerable masses, as in the deep quarries under 
Paris. Is it therefore so astonishing that a violent commotion in 
the bowels of the earth, should make it tremble in a radius of ma- 
ny hundreds of leagues ? In conformity with the law of the trans- 
mission of motion in elastic bodies, the extreme stratum, finding 
no other strata to which to transmit its motion, makes an effort to 
detach itself from the agitated mass, in the same manner as in a 
row of billiard balls, the first of which is struck in the direction of 
contact, the last alone detaches itself and receives the motion. 
This is the idea I have formed of the effects of earthquakes on the 
surface of the globe; and I should explain their great diversity 
by also taking into consideration, with M. de Humboldt, the na- 
ture of the soil and the solutions of continuity which it may contain. 

In a word, earthquakes are only the propagation of a commotion 
through the mass of the earth, and are so far from depending on 
subterranean cavities, that their extent would be greater in pro- 
portion as the earth was more homogeneous. 
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The Grace of God Manifested. 


Ai sketch of the life, with a circumstantial account of the sickness 
and death, of Mrs. Frances Cook, who died Aug. 17, 1823. 
(Concluded from page 63.) 


HE instantly fell on his knees by her bed-side, and their united 
voices ascended to the throne of God, and made the house echo 
with praise and thanksgiving. After prayer was ended, they sung 
and shouted together until their bodily strength was nearly ex- 
hausted, and their happy souls filled with holy ecstacy and bliss. A 
new and glorious scene now opened to her view. Instead of 
doubts, anxieties, fears and perplexities, all was peace and joy. 
She frequently declared that she felt no longer a desire to live, 
nor the least dread of death, but rather a wish to depart and be at 
rest in the arms of her Saviour. She said, she felt sueh an un- 
shaken confidence of her acceptance with God, through the death 
of Christ, that she considered her title to heaven and glory insured 
to her beyond the possibility of failure. Her brother was at this 
time, making preparations to go and preach the gospel in the state 
of Connecticut, whither he had been stationed by the Conference 
of 1823. This was to her a source of much sorrow. She had 
received so much comfort and instruction from his exhortations 
and prayers, that she felt unwilling to lose his company. The 
period of his departure at length arrived, and they took leave 
of each other with tears, little expecting to have another interview 
in this world. From this time her strength rapidly declined, her 
cough grew more continued and violent, her bodily pains became 
severe and almost incessant; yet amidst all these sufferings, she was 
so filled with the love of God, and had such bright and continual 
prospects of approaching glory, that she was constantly enabled 
to rejoice in the Lord, which she did in such accents of praise, 
and with such a cheerful and animated countenance, as astonished 
every beholder. 

She soon, however, began to talk much about her brother, and 
said, “I must see him again before I die, and hear him pray once 
more, and then I shall depart in peace.” This wish was opposed 
by the family, who represented to her the great difficulty of her 
brother’s leaving his circuit, and travelling such a distance; but all 
dissuasives were unavailing. Her-request was conveyed to him 
by letter, and he shortly after arrived. The interview between 
them was affecting beyond description. It was a scene in which 
the tenderest emotions of nature burst forth, heightened and ex- 
alted by the more powerful attractions of Christian love. While 
he was singing and praying with her, her soul was made unuttera- 
bly happy, and after he ceased, she declared herself satisfied. 
The next day he was obliged to return for the purpose of fulfilling 
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his engagements on his circuit, and after putting his horse before 
the wagon, he went up stairs, where the family, and some of the 
neighbours were collected, to pray with his beloved sister, and 
bid her farewell. While attempting to sing a hymn before prayer, 
being deeply affected at the thought of leaving for ever, his dear, 
suffering sister, his voice trembled and faultered—he burst into 
tears and wept aloud. After a lapse of a few minutes he fell on 
his knees by her bed-side and attempted to pray, but after uttering 
a few unconnected and broken sentences, in a voice scarcely audi- 
ble, he again burst into tears———— Once more he attempted to 
pray—and was again obliged to desist. He then arose, and step- 

ed out of the room to compose his mind. In a few minutes he 
returned, and advancing to the bed, he took his sister by the hand 
for the purpose of saying something to cheer and comfort her in 
the approaching hour of death; but here again grief choked his 
utterance, and he could only articulate a faint farewell—then 
pressing her hand, he hastily left the room, and never afterwards 
beheld her more. 

This scene of sorrow which so overwhelmed the feelings of 
her brother, and caused every one present to weep, she appeared 
to enjoy with the utmost delight. She fixed her eyes upon his 
face all the time he was singing, praying and weeping, with a look 
of satisfaction, and when he took his final leave, she never ex- 
pressed the least concern at his departure. Here it may be pro- 
pe” to advert to that firmness of purpose mentioned in the former 

art of this narrative, as a distinguished trait in her character. 

er friends now expected that this interview with her brother, 
which she so much desired, would only increase her anxiety to see 
him again; but notso. She had emphatically said, “If I can see 
him only once more, and hear him pray, I shall be satisfied and die 
in peace ;” and so it was—for after this time she made no further 
inquiry about him. ‘The Rev. E. Brown was now requested to 
visit her, which solemn duty he performed until her death, in the 
true spirit of a gospel minister, frequently calling three times a 
day, and administering such spiritual consolation, as the extreme 
sufferings of her situation required. 

Finding her life fast drawing to a close, she commenced the 
arrangement of her temporal concerns, which she disposed of 
with great judgment and deliberation among her relatives, and in 
this distribution not one was forgotten, but from the oldest to the 
youngest, each received from her own hands some little token of 
remembrance, accompanied with a solemn and impressive charge 
to prepare for death, and meet her in heaven, where she assured 
them all, her happy soul would soon be conveyed. She next 
gave orders to have her grave clothes en pe and insisted on 
having them made in the house at the foot of her bed where (her 
head being elevated by pillows) she could observe the work as it 
progressed. The persons whom she selected for making her 





Sketch of the life, sickness and death of Mrs. Coox. 103 


shroud, were two young ladies of her most intimate acquaintance ; 
and, while they were making it, she looked on with much satis- 
faction, and frequently suggested alterations and improvements, 
until it was completed exactly to her mind. 

She would not consent to have a mahogany coffin, but gave 
orders to have it made of common wood, and in the plainest man- 
ner. The muslin that she had prepared for her cap, she gave to 
her sister Badeau to make, saying, that no one else could make 
one to suit her. This proved too great a trial for her sister, and 
she got it made by another person; but when she brought it to 
her and tried it on, Fanny looked her full in the face, and said, 
‘This does not look like your work—did you make it yourself?” 
Her sister was then obliged to confess the truth, and actually 
obliged to make the cap with her own hands. 

She was very particular in giving directions for conducting her 
funeral throughout every part of it, in order, as she said, that no 
confusion, delay or mistake might take place. She pitched upon 
Brother Wasusurn to address the people at the house, and read 
the burial service at the grave; and brother Brown to preach 
her funeral sermon,both of which requests were promptly com- 

lied with. Having thus made every preparation for the inter- 
ment of her body, and disencumbered her mind from all earthly 
concerns, she made a full and entire surrender of both soul and 
body into the hands of the Lord, waiting with patience for all his 
holy will to be accomplished in her; and, though her sufferings 
grew more and more severe, yet such was her hope and assurance 
of a glorious immortality, that her soul daily derived new strength 
and vigour from the anticipation of that eternal rest which was 
every moment drawing nearer and nearer. She vot only felt 
peace, joy, and comfort, on the bed of death, but her soul was. 
filled with all the graces of the Holy Spirit. Patience under her 
sufferings—resignation to the will of God—gratitude to those who 
attended her, and a fervent love to all her fellow creatures—were 
all by turns fully exhibited, as the circumstances of her situation 
brought them into action. About two. weeks before her death, 
she became so feeble as to be able to speak only in a whisper, 
and her fits of coughing became more long and violent. These 
paroxisms were followed by fits of swooning, which brought the 
family weeping around her bed several times in a day, in expect- 
ation that death would ensue every moment; but this was not her 
opinion, for she said, she had long prayed that the Lord would 
make known to her the immediate time of her departure, and she 
believed her request would be granted. 

_ One day, after reviving from one of these fainting fits, lying 
in a composed state, with her eyes gently closed, and appa- 
rently in a slumber, she suddenly raised her hands and laughed ; 
and, when one present observed, that she was dreaming some- 
thing pleasant, she opened her eyes, while joy beamed on her 
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countenance, and said, ‘“O no! I have not been dreaming; 1 was 
ravished with a view of the joys of heaven. My soul is filled with 
perfect peace.” Though her devotions were constant and fer- 
vent at all times, yet when Brother Brown was singing and pray- 
ing with her, her joy rose almost to ee) and she would testify. 
her happiness, by turning her eyes delightfully up towards heaven, 
and by raising, and feebly clapping her hands. 

The most of her time, which the agonies of her body permit- 
ted her to improve, was spent in prayer, which she breathed out 
in whispers that could be heard only by those who were near her. 
At one time, when she was thus employed, her sister observing 
her lips to move rapidly, stole softly to her pillow, and laying her 
ear close to her mouth, heard her distinctly pronounce the follow- 
ing prayer. 

““O blessed Jesus,—precious bleeding Saviour, come—come, 
and support and comfort thy poor suffering child. O come and 
take full possession of my soul. Release my longing, strugling 
spirit from this prison of clay, and take me to thyself, where my 
weary soul may rest forever in thine embrace. Yet, O Lord, grant 
me patience to wait thy own appointed time. Ifit is thy will that 
I should suffer still longer, O support and strengthen me, that I 
may endure thy afflicting hand without murmuring. 

*Q thou glorious and merciful Redeemer! thou hast redeemed 
my soul, and made me happy in thy love; and I long to soar 
away to those regions of bliss that now open in such delightful 
prospect before my eyes. O Saviour! delay no longer; cut the 
thread of life, and take me forever to thyself. O come, thou com- 
passionate Saviour, and receive, at this moment, receive my spirit 
into glory.” 

Such was the substance of all her prayers; and while she 
breathed them out, her soul appeared to rise above the considera- 
ton of all earthly objects, and to feast upon the substantial joys of 
heaven, before it was separated from the body. On the evening 
of the day before she died, the Lord was graciously pleased to 
restore to her, the power of speech, when she suddenly, and to the 
surprise of every one present, exclaimed in an audible voice, that 
was distinctly heard through every part of the house, “ Glory, 

lory to my blessed Redeemer! my race is almost run, my suf- 
Seclane are fast drawing to a close; this poor wasting body will 
shortly sleep in forgetfulness; but O! whata glorious crown waits 
me in heaven! The power of the tempter is destroyed, and one 
bright, extensive scene of glory shines around me on every side. 
Come thou precious, precious, precious Saviour, O come and 
embrace me in thine everlasting arms of mercy.” Then extend- 
ing her hands above her head as high as she could reach, she ex- 
claimed, in a voice of rapture, “ Glory, glory, hallelujah, victory ! 
O that I had wings to fly away and meet my Jesus,” &c. Seeing 
the family stand weeping round her, with a look of deep concern, 
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she said, “O! do not weep! Why do you weep? This is no 
time for lamentation. Iam just about to exchange a world of 
pain and sorrow, for a world of infinite and everlasting happiness; 
therefore, I beseech you, do not weep.” 

The next day, which was Sunday, about 8 o’clock in the 
morning, she said with a smile, “‘ This is a blessed Sabbath of rest, 
and I think I shall this day enter into a Sabbath of eternal rest to 
my longing soul.” Shortly after, she cast an inquiring look 
around her bed, and being asked if she wanted any thing, she 
replied, “I was looking ‘to see if all the members of the family 
were present,” and then quickly added, ‘‘ Where is my dear 
mother?” Her mother, who had just recovered from a fit of 
fainting, was led to the bed, when she threw her arms around her 
neck, embraced her tenderly, and said, “‘ Farewell, my ever dear 
mother, farewell! I must now leave you and go to my Saviour, 
who is waiting with open arms to receive me.” She next called 
her husband, and after embracing him with a look of fond affec- 
tion, she said, “ Farewell, my dear husband, we have been per- 
mitted to live together only a little while, but do not grieve; for 
though I must shortly be taken from you, let it be your consola- 
tion, that l go to a place of endless rest, where I hope I shall see you 
again.’ 

She then called every member of the family to her separately, 
took each one by the hand, and bade them all an affectionate and 
solemn farewell, charging them in the most impressive manner to 
prepare for death and meet her in glory. After resting a few 
minutes, she requested her sisters to sing the hymn, beginning with 


** How happy ev’ry child of grace,” &e. 
and when they came to the line, 


“We feel the resurrection near,” 


she raised her feeble hands in a transport of joy, and exclaimed, 
“Glory, glory, eternal life, eternal life.” 

She now ceased speaking, her pulse fluttered, and was scarcely 
perceived to beat; her eyes grew dim and glassy, yet she appeared 
to turn and fix them upon the faces of two young women, who 
were excellent singers, sitting by the side of her bed. Believing 
now that the breath was fast departing from her body, they began 
to sing in a soft and solemn tone, 


“¢ Happy soul, thy days are ended,” 


and by the time they had finished the second verse, which was 

exactly half past 10 o’clock, her head fell from the edge of the 

pillow that supported it, and she breathed no more. Thus glori- 

ously terminated the life and sufferings of sister Frances Cook, 

who was happily reclaimed from the paths of vice, and brought 

“— to Na of Christ by the rod of affliction. She felt, and 
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acknowledged the goodness of God, in thus snatching her from 
the brink of ruin. Let all who have forsaken the fountain of hiv- 
ing water, be encouraged to return again to the Lord, that they 
may in their last moments find the same comforts and support, 
and breathe out their lives in the full assurance of a happy and 
blessed immortality. Wa. Bapeav. 


Miscellaneous. 


————— 


SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF PAUPERISM. 
(Concluded from page 72.) 
After stating a variety of facts and arguments to illustrate and enforce 
the general views submitted in the Report, it concludes in the following 
appeal to the inhabitants of this growing city :— 


* From the views which they have thus laid before the society, 
your Committee cannot but cherish the lively expectation, that 
when the public mind comes to be impressed with the nature and 
importance of these various considerations, there will be but one 
opinion of the necessity and expediency of providing a place in 
this city, which shall serve as a real penitentiary to the younger 


class of offenders; as a refuge for the forlorn and destitute, who 
are on the confines of gross criminality; and as a temporary 
retreat for the discharged criminal, where he may find shelter, 
labour, and religious instruction, until some way can be pointed 
out to him of obtaining subsistence, without a recurrence to dis- 
honesty and crime. If the actual situation of these several classes 
of criminal and destitute beings in this eity, does net open a door 
for Christian benevolence, as inviting in its promises of good, as 
any of the various kinds of charity, either at home or abroad, 
which claim the attention of our citizens, your Committee think 
they might in vain seek to explore the miseries of their fellow- 
creatures, with the hope of exciting the feelings of commiseration, 
and the energies of active and unwearied humanity. Can it be 
right that we should extend our views to the wants of those that 
are thousands of miles from us, and close our eyes upon the con- 
ditiori of the worse than heathen, that wander in our streets ?— 
Shall our hands be opened, with distinguished liberality, to the 
means of civilizing and reforming whole nations in the remotest 
quarters of the globe, and closed to the obvious necessities of the 
outcasts of our own society ? Your Committee mean no reflection 
whatever on the schemes so actively prosecuted of doing good m 
distant parts of the earth ;—but surely, if this we ought to do, the 
other we ought not to leave undone. As members of this great 
community, we ought assuredly, to be vigilant in applying the 
most effective remedies to our own evils, ere our strength is wasted 
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ia healing the moral diseases of those whom we do not know. 
Shall it be said, in objection to the erection of another public 
edifice, that the funds of the corporation are inadequate to the un- 
dertaking,—that the city is embarrassed with a debt which its 
income is insufficient to extinguish? Is there no resource then in 
the public spirit of our citizens ?—Is the safety of our persons and. 
property,—is the tranquility of our streets,—are the decency and 
good order of our population,—aye the wisdom and humanity of 
our penal statutes,—the promptitude with which crimes are justly 
punished, and the guilty made to atone by penitence and labour 
for the injuries they have committed,—are these no motives to the 
liberality of our offerings,—no stimulus to wealth, to impart from 
its superfluous stores that which will diminish nought of its own 
enjoyment, but which will stand as a monument of its heneficence 
to future ages? Shall it be said of the city of New-York that it is 
either too poor, or too contracted, to erect such a monument to 
justice and humanity? Shall the metropolis of a state which stands 
foremost in the great American confederacy, for its enlightened 
and liberal policy, and at a period too, when its high toned muni- 
ficence is tke theme of universal applause? shrink from such 
a discharge of duty to its peor, and of duty to itself? Your Com- 
mittee cannot but believe that there are many, very many of their 
fellow-citizens, whose worldly exertions have been blessed with 
success, and who, regarding themselves as stewards of the gifts 
which a bountiful Providence has bestowed upon them, need only 
be convinced of the beneficent nature of such an institution, to 
bring forward, with unstinted sufficiency, the means of, its ample 
establishment. Neither can we have a doubt, that when this 
question is proposed to the guardians of our city, and to the Le- 
gislature of the state, those bodies will promptly perform all that to 
them belongs, to encourage a measure, fraught with the salvation 
of hundreds and thousands of our common race! 

“‘We have no belief that the contemplated institution need to 
be very costly. But whatever might be the expense of its erec- 
tion and maintenance, we cannot doubt that in a short time it 
would prove to be a source of real economy to the city. No less 
a sum than $85,000 was last year expended in the support of the 
poor, and in the conviction and maintenance of criminals. Every 
culprit, convicted in our courts, and confined during twelve months 
in the prisons, subjects the city to an expense of $150; and 
while we have before us the fact that two hundred children are 
‘annually arrested and confined, and reflect for a moment on the 
inevitable connexion which subsists between public vice, and 
public poverty and misery ;—no one, we think, who duly con- 
siders the proposition in all.its bearings, will question the sound- 
ness of the opinion, that few of the eleemosynary._ institutions of 
the city, will more positively tend to alleviate the increasing bur- 
den which pauperism is enforcing, than an asylum, in which those 
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degraded outcasts from society—the juvenile depredators upon 
the property and the morals of the innocent, are coerced into 
habits of industry,—where their bodies and their minds may be 
so trained, as to justify the hope, that when discharged, they will 
become useful and respectable characters. 

‘* We venture upon those remarks and indulge these anticipa- 
tions, under the strongest impression of the importance of the 
subject upon which we have undertaken to dilate. Much more 
might be said in the way of elucidation and argument, but this is 
deemed unnecessary ;—and we cannot terminate our report more 
to the satisfaction of our own minds, than by quoting the conclu- 
sion of the last year’s report of the London Committee for the 
improvement of Prison Discipline and the reformation of Juve- 
nile Offenders. ‘ We live in times in which extraordinary efforts 
are in action for the moral welfare of mankind; when the state of 
Europe opens channels of extensive usefulness, and presents oc- 
casions for immediate exertion, which could scarcely have been 
anticipated, and which it would be criminal to neglect. There 
seems, too, at the present time, to prevail among the benevolent 
of different nations, a unity of thought and design, which cannot 
fail to strike a considerate beholder ; and he must be dead to sen- 
sibility who can contemplate, without emotion, the intercourse 
which now subsists between men of various countries who are 
labouring for the public good, and whem national differences have 
too long kept asunder. Enlightened principles and practical be- 
nevolence are taking deep root. Associations, originating in 
public feeling, and sanctioned by public —- are forming in 
countries, where co-operation in deeds of mercy, has hitherto been 
but little known. ‘The moral effects of these institutions will be 
vast, and indeed incalculable, not only by the accomplishment of 
that which it is their professed object to promote; but such asso- 
ciations call into action the latent seeds of public virtue,—bring 
together the pious and the good of every religious sentiment and 
political opinion, and eradicate those prejudices which too often 
alienate affection, and separate man from man. In the exer- 
cise of their duties, prison societies bring into benevolent contact 
the educated and the enlightened, with the ignorant and the 
debased; the great and the powerful, with the lowly and the 
oppressed ; the pure and the elevated, with the abject and the 
guilty. ‘They supply an important chasm in the widely extended 
circle of human charities ; connecting those who most need, with 
those who most effectually can dispense merey. To behold na- 
tion after nation thus catching the spirit, and engaged in the 
arduous struggle, of self-improvement; to trace the progress of 
eivilization and reftnement, by the establishment of institutions 
which have for their direct object the reformation of the vicious | 
and the succour of the oppressed; to observe the rigour of © 
antiquated custom, and the relics of barbarism yielding before the | 
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advancement of knowledge, and the humanizing. influence of 
Christian principles—this is a moral spectacle which it is indeed 
a privilege to witness, and in which it is a glory to share. _ 

“‘¢'T'o diffuse principles, and cherish feelings, which are directly 
calculated to insure respect and obedience to the laws,—meliorate 
the state of society, and promote the present and eternal well- 
being of man—is the aim of the society for the improvement of 
Prison Discipline; and surely an object of greater importance 
cannot engage the attention or impress the heart. Of the various 
obligations due to the community, the prevention of crime, may be 
ranked among the most sacred :—whether regarded as a duty 
enjoined by religion, urged by enlightened policy, or impelled by 
benevolent feeling, it is one which involves the great interests of 
human nature, and demands exertions from which no man is 
entitled to consider himself exempt.’ ” 


ON THE CIRCULATION OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, AND THE PAPAL 
BULLS AGAINST BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


By the Rey. James Towns.ey. 
(Continued from page 69.) 


I now proceed to lay before the Reader the curious Documents, 
—so illustrative of the spirit of the Romish Church, and of its 
continued hostility to the free and unfettered circulation of the 
pure Scriptures,—to which I have referred in the preceding 
portion of my communication. ‘They are as follow.* 


1. Bull addressed to the Aarchlishop of Gnezn. 


“Pore Pius VII. 

“Venerable Brother. Health and apostolic benediction. | 

“‘In our last letter to you we promised, very soon, to return 
an answer to yours; in which you have appealed to this holy 
See, in the name also of the other Bishops of Poland, respecting 
what are called Bible-Socteties, and have earnestly inquired of 
us what you ought to do in this affair. We long since, indeed, 
wished to comply with your request; but an incredible variety 
of accumulating concerns have so pressed upon us on every side, 
that till this day, we could not yfeld to your solicitation. 

“We HAVE BEEN TRULY SHOCKED AT THIS MOST CRAFTY DE- 
VICE, BY WHICH THE VERY FOUNDATIONS OF RELIGION ARE 
UNDERMINED; and having, because of the great importance of 
the subject, convened for consultation our venerable brethren, 
the Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, we have, with the 
utmost care and attention, deliberated upon the measures proper 
to be adopted by our pontifical authority, In ORDER TO REMEDY 


“We omit the Latin Originals of the first. second, and fourth of these Docu- 
ments, with which our Correspondent has furnished us; and content ourselves 
with printing the English Translations which accompanied them. Eiror. 
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AND ABOLISH THIS PESTILENCE AS FAR AS POSSIBLE. In the 
mean time, we heartily congratulate you venerable brother, and 
we commend you again and again in the Lord, as it is fit we 
should, upon the singular zeal you have displayed under circum- 
stances so hazardous to Christianity, in having denounced to the 
Apostolic See THIS DEFILEMENT OF THE F'alTH, MOST IMMINENT- 
LY DANGEROUs To souLs. And although we perceive that it is 
not at all necessary to excite him to activity who is making haste, 
since of your own accord you have already shown an ardent de- 
sire to detect and oppose the impious machinations of these 
innovators; yet in conformity with our office, we again and 
again exhort you, that whatever you can achieve by power, pro- 
vide for by counsel, or effect by authority, you will daily execute 
with the utmost earnestness, placing yourself as a wall for the 
House of Israel. 

‘For this end we issue the present letter, wiz. that we may 
convey to you a signal testimony of our approbation of your 
laudable exertions, and also may endeavour therein still more and 
more to excite your pastoral solicitude and vigilance. For the 
general good imperiously requires us to combine all our means 
and energies to frustrate the plans which are prepared by its ene- 
mies for the destruction of our most Holy Religion: ‘and there- 
fore it becomes an episcopal duty, that you first of all expose the 
wickedness of this nefarious scheme, as you already are doing so 
admirably, to the view of the faithful, and openly publish the 
same, according to the rules prescribed by the Church, with all 
that erudition and wisdom in which you excel; namely, ‘That 
Bibles printed by Heretics are numbered among prohibited books, 
by the rules of the Index, (No. II. and III.,) for it is evident from 
experience, that the Holy Scriptures, when circulated in the 
vulgar tongue, have through the temerity of men, produced more 
harm than benefit :’ (Rule IV.:) and this is the more to be dread- 
ed in times so depraved, when our holy religion is assailed from 
every quarter with great cunning and effort, and the most griev- 
ous wounds are affixed on the Church. It is, therefore neces- 
sary to adhere to the salutary decree of the Congregation of 
the Index, (June 13th 1757,) that no versions of the Bible in the 
vulgar tongue be permitted, except such as are approved by the 
Apostolic See, or re-published with annotations extracted from 
the writings of the Holy Fathers of the Church. 

“We confidently hope that even in these turbulent circum- 
stances, the Poles will afford the clearest proofs of their attach- 
ment to the religion of their ancestors; and this especially by 
your care, as well as that of the other Prelates of this king- 
dom, whom, on account of the stand they are so wonderfully 
making for the faith committed to them, we congratulate in the 
Lord, trusting that they all will very abundantly justify the opinion 
which we have entertamed of them. 
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‘It is moreover necessary that you should transmit to us, as 
soon as possible, the Bible which Jacos. Weriex published in 
the Polish language with a commentary, as. well as a copy of 
the edition of it lately put forth without those annotations, taken 
from the writings of the holy Fathers of our Church, or other 
learned Catholics, with your opinion upon it; that thus, from 
collating them together, it may be ascertained, after mature in- 
vestigation, what errors may lie insidiously concealed therein, 
and that we may pronounce our judgment on this affair for the 
preservation of the true faith. . : ‘ 

‘Proceed, therefore, venerable Brother, to’ pursue the truly 
pious course upon which you have entered; wz. diligently to 
fight the battles of the Lord in sound doctrine, and warn the peo- 
ple intrusted to your care, that they fall not into the snares which 
are prepared for them to their everlasting ruin. ‘The Church 
waits for this from you, as well as from the other Bishops, whom 
our epistle equally concerns; and we most anxiously expect it, 
that the deep sorrow we feel, on account of this new species of 
tares which an enemy is sowing so abundantly, may, by this 
cheering hope, he somewhat alleviated; and we heartily invoke 
upon you and your fellow Bishops, for the good of the Lord’s 


flock, ever increasing spiritual gifts, through our Apostolic bene- 
diction, which we impart to yourself and té them. 


“Given at Rome, at St. Mary the Greater, June, 29th, 1816, 
the seventeenth year of our Pontificate. 
Pope Piys VII.” 
(To be concluded in our next.) pb JM G 


amend 


For the Methodist Magazine. 
LETTER TO A JUNIOR PREACHER. 
My Dear Brother, , 

You have been pleased to ask my advice. So many things 
have been written, and so much to the purpose too, on the sub- 
ject of preaching, and the duties connected with the gospel minis- 
try, that to add more seems almost needless. Besides other works 
to which you may have recourse for general information on these 
subjects, I refer vou, as a Methodist Preacher, to the Preacher’s 
Manuel, a little book published at the Methodist Book Room, 
which contains Dr. A. CuarKe’s Letter to a Preacher, his Clavis 
Biblica, and Dr. Coxe’s four Discourses on the gospel ministry ; 
and to those pieces published in the Methodist Magazine, on the 
Importance of study to a Minister of the Gospel ; but do not for- 
get the Reformed Pastor. 

- However, as 1 can hardly deny any thing to one whom I both 
love and respect, and in whose welfare and usefulness I can- 
not but feel a deep and lively interest, I will suggest a few 
thoughts which may not be unimportant to one just entering upon 
his ministerial work. As you have already taken a very consid- 
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erable range in the sciences, and have enriched your mind with a 
knowledge of some of the learned languages while at school, I 
need say nothing in reference to those subjects, only continue 
your studies with the same assiduity, havin conteadilly a higher 
end in view than when you knew not the Lord. The field of 
science, you know, is vastly amplified, and will admit.of perpet- 
ual enlargement and profitable culture. : 

1. I advise you to be much in private prayer and meditation. 
In order to this, avoid all company except such as your duty as a 
Christian’ Minister calls you to mingle with. Only visit as a 
Minister of Christ; letting every inviter know that he must receive 
you in that character, or not at all. The sick, and the poor, you 
must visit or offend Christ. 

2. Keep your own secrets, and let others keep theirs. The 
observance of this rule will save you much time, much trouble, 
and many heart burnings. 

3. Rise early in the morning, not allowing the birds to be be- 
forehand with you in praise to God. 

4. Be always neat, not fine, in your clothing and person. A 
sloven disgraces the pulpit. 

5. The moment you find any one to suspect your sincerity in 
conversation, stop talking. 

6. Never ask the counsel of any man who envies you, or whe 
entertains suspicions of the purity of your motives. 

7. Never contradict alow slander. Let the slanderer have all 
the credit-.of his lying report. 

Ss-When*yét ‘find a person always contradicting you, resortin 
to dogmatisms instead of using arguments, leave him to himself. 
He acts not from judgment, but from a testy disposition, which 
Omnipotence alone can change. ° 

9. When yau find a person always finding fault, passing over a 
thousand excellencies with “ frigid indifference,” and seizing upon 
an infirmity or an accidental blunder, with the avidity with which 
a vulture would seize his prey, let him pass with you only as a 
way faring man. Never make hima companion. ‘These two 
last.advices apply only to those who consider theinselves your 
equals. When called to instruct the ignorant, to reclaim the 
vicious or the wandering, you must persevere, whatever insults 
you meet with, until hope gives up to despair. 

10. I have often thought of a saying of Corren Matuer, that 
when you are most sincere and zealous, you will meet with the 
greatest opposition. Let not this discourage you. He that pro- 
claims war against hell must expect hell’s rage. 

11. Let the ignorance of others instruct you to be ashamed of 
their defects; the wise to be emulous of their virtues ; the haughty 
to be meek; the avaricious to be benevolent; the indolent to be 
diligent ; the disdainful to be kind and affectionate to all; the 
testy and clownish to be patient and gentle. There is one enemy 
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1 would, above all, have you, if possible, keep at a distance. It 
is not the devil; he cannot hurt you unless you first hurt your- 
self. It is not your own heart, though that is sufficiently deceitful 
of itself to destroy you ; and therefore you must pray mightily to 
God, to give you a constant victory over inordinate self-love. It 
is, then, a:self-conceited, ignorant, dogmatical, overbearing, affect- 
ed, envious, whining man, who would attempt to teach you, to 
dispute with you, or to inspire you with a contempt of self. If 
you will stand against such a fellow, and keep your temper with- 
out a flush, I’ll pronounce you not a philosopher, nor an able 
minister, but what is incomparably better than either, a Christian 
hero, who has conquered self. But when you find such a person, 
(and they are by no means scarce) if you cannot rua from him, I 
advise you to put a bridle on your tongue; and while he beats 
you over the head and eyes, suffer in silence; only lift up your 
heart to God for both yourself and him. 

12. In certain companies, you had better be taken for a fool than 
to have it suspected that you have the least confidence in your own 
judgment. Theeos the former, therefore, in most cases when so 


circumstanced ; for if you must suffer from such kind of beings, 
you may, by letting them think you a fool, save them from the sin of 
wilfully slandering you as such, because they are determined, right 


or wrong, that you shall never have the reputation of a wise man. 

In regard to preaching, I have only to say, 3 

1. Select the leading idea in your text and make that the sub- 
ject matter of your sermon, and not mingle up every doctrine of 
the gospel in each sermon. ; 

2. Neither read nor memorize your sermons. Study all you 
can, write all you can, pray and meditate all you can, and you 
will not be at a loss for language to express your thoughts extem- . 
poraneously. Thus furnished, after maturing your subject, trust 
to your judgment, and not to memory. Ifa man of God, he will 
always help you by his Spirit. 

3. Take it for granted, that your hearers know something as 

well as yourself, and therefore do not fatigue them with long ser- 
mons, dwelling on points of little or no importance, which they 
have heard a thousand times. Compress your thoughts in as few 
words as possible, and stop when you have done. Long sermons 
do no good by their length. 
_ 4. “ Don’t court a grin when you should woo a soul.” Gravity 
is as essential as sincerity, to effect the objects of a gospel minis- 
try. And affectation being the companion of ignorance, renders 
the latter doubly disgusting. Diffidence may prevent you from 
saying all you know, but affectation will make what you do say 
appear as the offspring of both pride and ignorance. 

5. Study to be good and not to be great. If you must be great 
let it be the effect of goodness, and the unavoidable consequence 


of a conscientious discharge of all your duties. 
Vou. VII. 15 
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6. Labour for God, and He will both help and reward you. 
You shall be fruitful in your own soul, and witness the beneficial 
results of your labours in others. 

In respect to your general deportment, 

1. Be serious and solemn. In your intercourse with fami- 
lies, do not entertain them with facetious anecdotes to excite 
laughter. ‘1 have said of laughter it is mad.” I have been 
tormented at being in company with some professed ministers, 
who, instead of inspiring respect for the character, by grave and 
religious conversation, have disgraced themselves by a perpetual 
round of trite and trifling remarks, perhaps even boasting of their 
dexterity in making a bargain, not knowing that these very ex- 
ploits of which they boasted, evinced the disgusting frivolty of 
their minds. Never descend to this abominable trash. 

2. Make the children of the families where you visit bless you, 
by kindly noticing every one of them, giving a word of instruc- 
tion suited to their age and capacities, not forgetting them in your 
prayers. Never unnecessarily censure a child. And remember 
that they are children, and therefore you do not expect the wis- 
dom and propriety of age and experience in them. 

3. Never reprove a parent in the presence of his child, a hus- 
band in presence of his wife, and vice versa, unless it be for some 
crime that is notorious and flagrant ; and even then it should, if 
possible, be concealed from each other ; at least, you ought not to 
reveal it to them. 

4. Eat such things as are set before you, not affecting a deli- 
cacy of appetite, as though you belonged to another race of be- 
ings. You may recommend, both by precept and example, 
cleanliness; but do not needlessly put any one to pain. 

5. Be kind and affable to all; respectful to the aged, and to 
all in office, whether civil, military, or ecclesiastical ; condescend- 
ing to inferiors, instructing the ignorant, communicative with the 
well informed, bearing with the foibles of youth, and commiserating 
to those in servitude. He that is greatest must be servant of all. 

_ 6. Avoid that most fruitless and unprofitable of all ministerial 
traffic, foolish chit chat. 

You hint about marriage. You will doubtless marry. If you 
think it most for the glory of God—and few ever thought other- 
wise—fix on a suitable person, and have done with it. Do 
not pay your addresses to half a dozen or more at once. Never 
thus trifle with their affections and your own. Piety, good sense, 
and industry in a wife, are essential to conjugal happiness. When 
married, let not your wife govern either yourself or the church. 
God has made you the head ; and if you are not qualified for the 
station, it is her misfortune, and therefore she must submit to it 
with patience. Enough on this subject. a 

You wish to do all the good you can. Call to your aid, 
therefore, every auxiliary.in your power. Circulate good books. 
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Our plan of printing and circulating religious books, is admirably 
calculated to aid the minister in his work. Let it be known that 
you do not do this on account of the profits of sale. A just sus- 
picion of this motive will destroy your dignity and usefulness. 
You do this from the same motive that you preach the gospel, 
namely, to save souls. ‘Take the Magazine and read the Mission: 
ary Intelligence to the congregation, and then recommend it to 
them ; and make yourself acquainted with the contents of our 
books, that you may recommend them from a knowledge of their 
merits ; and thus teach them the necessity and utility of a contin- 
ual acquisition of Christian knowledge. This is so far from bein 

incompatible with your character as a minister of Christ, that 

cannot see how you can discharge your duty in striving to do all 


the pene you can, by neglecting this work. Adieu. E. 
anuary 25. 1824. 
| $k. 
Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 


REVIVAL AND PROGRESS OF RELIGION ON WEST-JERSEY DISTRICT. 
To the Editors of the Methodist Magazine. 


Dear BRETHREN, 
Tue following sketches will give you some idea of our prospects, and the 
state of Religion on our district, and if you think they will please and edify the 
friends of Zion you may insert them. JacoB Moore. 


Tue Lord is with us He is gracious- 
ly reviving and carrying on his work in 
many parts of our district. Last Sum- 
mer our first camp-meeting commenc- 
ed, according to appointment, on the 
18th of July, at Great Egg Harbour, 
for Gloucester circuit. The place was 
pleasant,and the weather agreeable ; and 
during the whole course of the meeting 
the Lord wrought wonderfully in the 
awakening, conversion, and sanctifica- 
tion of the people. Since then the 
work has continued to progress rapidly 
at all the principal appointments on 
Fgeg-Harbour ; upwards of two hundred 
have been added to the Societies ; and 
on one occasion, at Wrangleborough, . 


were large—and on such occasions it is 
not common that order is preserved 
inviolate—-but such unanimity of senti- 
ment, design, and operation prevailed, 
beth among preachers and managers ; 
and such decision, perseverance, gen- © 
tleness, and prudence were exercised in 
their efforts to preserve the tranquility 
of the meeting, that there was scarcely 
an instance of disorder. A solemn 
awe, generally rested upon the people. 
And on the Sabbath it is supposed that 
ten thousand sat underthe word. They 
were almost still as night, and appeared 
to listen as for eternity. In the inter- 
v '- the work went on and increased, 
il the mourners were prostrate in 











Brother Burrows baptised fort«-f- 
adults, and on another, at a neigh 
ing chapel, eighteen, besides chitdren. 
Gur second camp-meeting was held 
in Upper Penn’s Neck, the first week in 
August. At this meeting, also, the Lord 
poured out the Spirit of his grace.— 
The administration of the word was 
greatly blessed; and the awakening, 
converting, and sanctifying influences 
of the Holy Ghost were felt by many. 
The eneampment and congregations 





. ery direction, like men slain in battle. 
At the close of the meeting forty came 
forward and gave in their names to be 
received into the society, as members 
on trial. 

The fruits of this meeting have not 
been so great as was expected; yet 
there is a good work in many parts of 
Salem circuit ; and at this time the pros- 
pects are very flattering. 

Wednesday, the 13th of August, was 
set apart, and kept, as a day of fasting, 
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humiliation, and prayer, for a revival 
of the work of God on the district gen- 
erally, and in all the circuits and sta- 
tions severally. The people assembled 
in all their places of worship once, 
twice, and three times during the day, 
for the special purpose of offering their 
united supplications to God; and in 
many places it was a solemn and profita- 
ble day. 

There was a large camp-meeting held 
at Cross-Wicks, the first‘ week in Sep- 
tember, in which the Trenton, Burling- 
ton, and New-Mills circuits united. It 
Was a profitable season, and we hope 
many were brought to experience the 
saving knowledge of the truth. 

The week following a camp-meeting 
was held at Tuckerton, for New-Mills 
circuit. At that time I was sick and 
unable to attend it; but was afterwards 
informed that it was a time of great 
grace. Since then upwards of one 
hundred have been added to the socie- 
ties on that end of the circuit: and on 
one occasion Brother Dairy baptised 
forty-three adults, and some children at 
Tuckerton. 

There is a good work on Freehold. 
At our last quarterly meeting for that 
circuit ten were received on trial, and 
perhaps not less than a hundred have 
been added since conference. 

During the last tour, the quarterly 
meetings have been attended with ex- 
traordinary manifestations of divine 
mercy. I will here instance the last 
one, which was held at Broad-Neck, for 
Salem circuit, as a specimen. On Sat- 
urday we had preaching at 11 o’clock, 
prayer meeting in the afternoen—in 
the evening preaching again, and pray- 
er meeting. Several mourners came to 
the altar, and after spending some time 
in prayer, they were invited to go to 
Brother CoLeman’s, where they contin- 
ued in prayer all night. About the 
breaking of the day the Lord mani- 
fested himself as sudden, and more 
powerful than a shock of electricity. 
God’s people were filled with trans- 
port, and some who had wept and 
made supplication all night, obtained 
power over the Angel and became pre- 
vailing Israels. In the lovefeast the 
house appeared to be filled with the melt- 
ing power of God; and it was a solemn 
refreshing time in the public congrega- 
tion. After preaching in the evening 
the brethren continued in prayer until 
12 o’clock, and several professed to 
find peace. 


On Cumberland circuit there has been 
some work ; and about forty have been 
added to the societies since conference. 

There has been a gradual, but gra- 
cious work in Bridgetown, principally 
among the young men. Between forty 
and fifty have been received into the 
societies since conference, and many 
more are under awakenings. 

The accounts from Burlington circuit 
are flattering. The flame is kindling in 
the different villages and neighbour- 
hoods; awakenings are numerous and 
conversions frequent. I have been re- 
cently informed that scores crowd to 
the altar, present themselves before 
God, and implore mercy: and _ that 
almost whole nights are spent in labour- 
ing with those who are sre salva- 
tion. It ts lately announced that the 
Lord is reviving his work in the village 
of New-Mills. This seems to be a time 
of pretty general excitement in this 
section of the country ; and we hope 
the Lord will increase it, and make his 
name glorious among the peeple. 

The preachers on this district, have 
found it difficult, if not impossible, to 
discharge their duty as it relates to in- 
structing the children, according to the 
extent of their wishes. They therefore, 
after having duly considered the matter, 
have judged it proper, to carry into 
effect a system of instruction, in some 
degree, by proxy. After having classed 
the children according to their cireum- 
stances, and places of abode, they have 
appointed catechists and instructors to 
the different classes, and the children 
are doing well. The excitement which 
it produces, in both parents and chil- 
dren, augurs, not only favourable, but 
glorious consequences. We find that 
we are deficient in catechetical books 
—our small Catechisms and Instructions 
are most excellent as far as they go— 
but they are so small, that they furnish 
the children with only a few weeks 
employment. If we could obtain larger 
ones, suited to the different ages of the 
children, it Would, no doubt, greatly fa- 
cilitate their progress in Religious know- 
ledge. 


P. S. About the first of November 
last, | was down on the lower part of 
the peninsula, and the Lord was carry- 
ing on a gracious work there. A letter 
from my sister dated December 29th. 
informs me that it is progressing glori- 
ously. 

Squaminson, Jan. 17, 1824 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION ON SUSQUEHANNAH DISTRICT. 


Dear BRETHREN, 

Ons means of promoting the cause 
of Christ is the diffusion of religious in- 
formation. It is.due, therefore, to the 
church and to posterity, to record the 
gracious dealings of God to the children 
of men. This duty I cheerfully perform ; 
believing that you and the numerous 
readers of your Magazine, will rejoice 
to learn that the Lord is building up 
Zion on Susquehannah District. Al- 
though circumstances necessarily con- 
nected with my appointment, produced 
in my mind many anxious fears, yet I 
think I never engaged in duty with more 
confidence in God, or greater expecta- 
tions of seeing good. Twocamp-meet- 
ings held in September, were rendered 
a peculiar blessing to many souls. The 
order and harmony which prevailed, 
and the good effects evidently produced 
in the cenversion of sinners, reconciled 
the feelings of many to meetings of this 
kind, who before had strong prejudices 
against them. The work so graciously 
commenced did not cease with the dis- 
persion of the multitudes, but spread into 
different towns, and continues still to 
increase, esperially on 

Canaan Circuit. A communication 
from Rev. E. Brsens states, that the 
work commenced more than a year 
ago, with several young men who 
attended a camp-meeting on Wyoming 
Circuit ; probably with few desires for 
religion, but who returned rejoicing 
in the knowledge of sins forgiven.— 
“From this,” says Br B., “the work 
of religion began to revive and spread 
round the circuit, especially in Mount 
Pleasant township, where the Lord has 
done wonders in saving souls from sin. 
The grace of God was manifested not 
only in changing the more moral mem- 
bers of community, but in causing the 
stout hearts of many careless ones to 
bow submission to the cross of Christ. 

“Prayer meetings were attended in 
different parts of the town, and serious 
multitudes crowded the places of wor- 
ship to witness the marvellous works 
of God; and many became its happy 
subjects. Those who had long loved 
the Saviour took to themselves new 
strength, and ventured forward to the 
altar of grace, supporting in the arms of 
ardent prayer, the sonls of mourning 
penitents. In this revival between forty 
and fifty gave evidence of a divine 


change, and were added to the church 
of God. 


“At the camp-meeting held on this cir- 
cuit, commencing 13th September, the 
Lord was pleased to revive his work 
afresh; and although the weather in 
many respects was disagreeable, yet we 
enjoyed a most gracious and affecting 
season. Not less than fifty souls were 
made the subjects of converting grace. 
Our friends from Sterling township, re- 
turned home strong in faith, giving glory 
to God. A goodly number, strangers to 
religion when they went with them to 
the meeting, returned with songs of 
praise to the Saviour of sinners. The 
People of God entered immediately inte 
the spirit of reformation, and instances 
of conversion occurred at almost every 
meeting. The work spread from family 
to family, and parents and children were 
seen to mingle their tears of penitence, 
and unite their fervent prayers at a 
throne of grace. In the south part of 
the settlement, there is scarcely a family 
but has been visited by the refreshing 
influence of the Holy Spirit. 

“Some of every age, from the child 
ten years old, to the father of sixty-five 
or seventy, have witnessed the power 
of divine grace in changing their hearts. 
The amiable daughter of Mr. B. came 
forward with others, to unite her sighs 
of penitence with the prayers of God’s 
people. Her father, who witnessed this 
moving scene, drew near to his daugh- 
ter to listen to what she said. How was 
he surprised to hear from the lips of his 
weeping child a petition in behalf of 
himself! ‘Lord have mercy on my un- 
converted father’, was her language — 
This alarmed him, and it was not long 
before he could pray for bimself; nor 
did he rest till he obtained a knowledge 
of salvation. Not less than seventy 
have been changed in heart and life in 
this revival ; and glory to God, the work 
still progresses, and we most ardently 
pray that it may spread throughout our 
land and country.” 

Tioga Circuit is reaping a rich har- 
vest of souls. A most gracious work 
commenced at a camp-meeting held on 
the circuit in September. As it was the 
first meeting of the kind ever held in 
that part of the country, many were 
drawn to the place merely to satisfy 
their curiosity, or confirm the prejudi- 
ces they had conceived against such 
means of grace. But they were disap- 
pointed ; they were pleased ; they were 
benefitted. Souls were awakened, con- 
verted, and returned rejoicing in the 
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Lord. 
river. 


the preachers informs me, that the revi- 
val still progresses. 

After speaking of the camp-meeting 
above alluded to, he says, “from this 
meeting many went home rejoicing in 
the Lord; old professors were quick- 
ened, and brought to feel the need of 
full redemption in the blood of Christ. 
The work of God soon broke out in 
various places, and the cry of penitence 
was succeeded by the song of joy.— 
The north-west part of the circuit has 
been the most highly favoured ; especi- 
ally for seven or eight miles on Tioga 
river, including the village of Lawrence- 
ville, where the work has become very 
great and glorious. A cloud of witnes- 
ses has been raised up where a short 
time since but few individuals feared the 
Lord. The subjects are principally 
young persons; and it is pleasing to 
observe, that in their conviction and 
conversion they give the clearest evi- 
dence of a genuine work of grace.— 
About fifty souls have already been uni- 
ted to the church as the fruits of this 
revival, and the work for a few weeks 
past has been much on the increase.” 


The flame thus kindled retained 
its ardour, and extended into different 
parts of the circuit, especially on Tioga 
Here the work gained new 
strength at our second quarterly meet- 
ing, and since that a letter from one of 


Revival in Wilmington, Delaware State. 


Wyomine Circuit is in a prosperous 
state. A work of grace has lately com- 


menced in Pittston, and a number 
have been brought to rejoice in the 
knowledge of areconciled God. At our 
last quarterly-meeting on that circuit the 
preachers informed me that the pros- 
pect was generally good; the attention 
of the people much awakened, and ma- 
ny in different places, inquiring what 
they must do to be saved. The fields, 
indeed, appear already white for the 
harvest. 

On a late visit to BainsripGE Circuit, 
I found much to encourage the friends 
of Zion in that region. Revivals have 
commenced in some places, and seve- 
ral have given evidence of a change of 
heart. 

Be assured, my dear brethren, that 
amidst many labours and some trials, I 
have much to encourage me. I cannot 
forbear mentioning that the preachers 
are generally quite disposed to conform 
to the primitive fashion of holding class- 
meetings and lovefeasts ; and it is hardly 
necessary for me to tell you that the 
good effects are visible. May God pros- 
per our Zion, and spread the glorious 
news of salvation to the ends of the 
earth. 

Yours in the bonds of the gospel, 

F. REep. 

Owego, Jan. 17, 1824. 


——— 


REVIVAL IN WILMINGTON, DELAWARE STATE. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


Wilmington, Del. Jan. 5, 1824. 


Presuminc that religious intelligence is always acceptable to the readers of 


your miscellany, I send the following, 
proper. 


Dorixe the last Summer and Autumn, 
we frequently experienced indications 
of an approaching revival of religion 
among us; but nothing extraordinary 
occurred until Sabbath evening Novem- 
ber 23d, when, after the usual exercises 
of the evening (preaching and prayer 
meeting) were concluded and the peo- 
ple about to retire, their attention was 
unexpectedly arrested by the cries of 
two or three persons, apparently in 
deep spiritual distress ; but as the most 
promising appearances had frequently 
passed away without producing any 
lasting good effect, ourexpectations were 
not highly raised. 

The blessed work, however soon be- 
gan to assume an interesting aspect, 


for insertion on its pages, if you think 


Yours affectionately, 
Joun Ports. 


and induced the hope (though not with- 
out anxious doubt and trembling solici- 
tude) that the Lord was indeed about 
to revive his work. Our hopes have 
been already realized in the addition 
of forty-five to our society in this place ; 
almost all of whom have been enabled 
to rejoice in God their Saviour 

The gracious change wrought on these, 
has generally been effected in public, 
and attended with evidences of the 
power and grace of God, sufficient to 
put infidelity itself to the blush. 

A number are still inquiring what 
they shall do to be saved; and some who 
have been truly converted to God in 
our meetings are prevented from join- 
ing our church by the opposition of un 
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godly relatives. But what I consider 
one of the most important results of 
what may now with propriety be termed 
a “revival,” igvits salutary influence on 
the hearts of the members of our socie- 
ty who have individually (almost with- 
out .exception) derived spiritual bene- 
fit from this season of grace; the weak 
are strengthened, the wavering con- 
firmed, the feeble minded are comforted, 
and faith and love and holy joy are in- 
creased in the hearts of those who have 
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long and earnestly prayed for the pros- 
perity of Zion. 

Our congregations are large and deep- 
ly attentive. A sense of the awful 
presence of Jehovah seems to rest on 
every heart and banish dissipation from 
every mind. Thus far we have wit- 
nessed nothing that would indicate a 
declension of the werk; and we trust 
that the Lord is about to do still greater 
things for us. 


— 
MISSION AT ST. AUGUSTINE. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Giexn, dated St. Augustine, Dec. 29, 1823. 


“Tr will no doubt be gratifying to 
hear of the success, however small, of the 
mission in this place. I came here un- 
der many discouraging circumstances, 
partly owing to my youth-and conse- 
quent inexperience, and partly from the 
moral state ef the people among whom 
I was appointed to labour. A feeling 
sense of my responsibility, made me 
tremble for the fate of the mission, as I 
knew that a failure of success, however 
unavoidable on my part, would, by ma- 
ny at least, be attributed to some fault of 
my own. But, trusting in the God of 
mercies, I went forward, hoping and 
praying for the aid and direction of the 
Holy Ghost. 

“On my arrival, and announcing my 
errand a em, many flocked to 


men 
hear the w@rd .agercontrary to my ex- 
pectatio some truly serious, 
though was only a solitary woman 


belonging to our church. I preached as 
often as circumstances would permit, 
and soon commenced weekly prayer- 
meetings. By the blessing of God, I 
soon saw the fruit of these meetings in 
the tears of penitent sinners, and the ge- 
neral solemnity which apparently rested 
on eur assemblies. 

‘Our small number gradually increas- 
ed until the 21st of this month, when a 
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more general attention was excited by 
the arrival of my presiding elder, Bro. 
TurvER, on his second visit to this place. 
The Lovefeast which was held at this 
time, was made a -peculiar blessing to 
many. At the close of this refreshing 
meeting, the ordinance of baptism was 
administered to ten adult believers; and 
in the evening we gave the Lord’s sup- 
per to forty-eight communicants, forty- 
two of whom are. members of classes 
among us. 

‘From the whole, the prospects are 
good and pleasing ; and we indulge the 
hope of witnessing an extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom in these parts. We 
have access to many of the coloured 
population, and the prospect of doing 
them good, is quite flattering. Consid- 
ering all circumstances, f cannot but 

ive “glory to God” for what he has 

one and is now doing in St. Augustine. 
Yes, we hope yet to see the Floridas— 
which, not long since were completely 
barred against the intrusion of a protes- 
tant minister, but which law is happily 
removed by the cession of those provin- 
ces to the United States—blooming like 
the “Rose of Sharon,” and producing, 
under the culturing hand of the, Redeem- 
er, fruit which shall redoundgethe glory 
of God.” 






Extract of a Letter from Rev. Wu. Carxrs, dated Milledgeville, Geo. Jan. 23, 1824. 


genius of the church; and is admirably 
calculate u to 


‘Our mission at Asbury realises much 
of God’s gracious blessing in the awa- 
kening and conversion of the children. 
All the missions undertaken by our con=), 
ference, are very prosperous. Our next 
missionary report,- will 1 think be an 
interesting one. 

“The missionary system of our church 
both with respect to the original stalk, 
and all its branches has in me a warm 
admirer, and hearty friend. I believe 


that it exactly corresponds with the 





fulfil upon out-posts and 
the same blessed work, 

co theainerancy so excellently well 
performs at home. Our missionary 
society should never desire. to institute 
a separate authority. It should not, and 
I trust never will presume, that such 
an authority might better promote its 
interests, or secure its objects than the 
well appointed, well conducted admin- 
istration of the itinerancy.” 



















































To the Editors of the Methodist Magasine. 


Dear BRETHREN, 

In the course of my daily reading. £ came yesterday to “ David’s Lamentation over Saul and 
Jonathan.” I had often read it before, with strange emotions of delight ; I now consulted Benson’s 
Notes on the passage, and was more than ever struck with the inimitable deauty of this sacred elegy. 
This morning I was regaling myself with some fragments of sacred poetry, and amongst others 
found Dr. Watt’s paraphrase of the above pathetic ode; I could not forbear sending you a copy for 
insertion in the Magazine, if you please, with the Doctor’s prefatory remarks. 

“If the Greeks had been acquainted with the — ef Moses, or the Romans had ever known the 
Odes of David, and amongst the rest, this admirable Elegy, they would never have spoken of the 
Jews with so much contempt, as a rude and barbarous peo le; at least I am persuaded their poets 
would have conceived a much better opinion of them, when they found them so far exceed any 
thing that their own nation had ever produced. I believe I might fairly challenge all the antiquity 
of the Heathens to present us with an Ode of more beautiful sentiments and greater elegancy, than 


this lamentation over Saul and Jonathan. 
“ Had Horace or Pindar written this Ode, it would have been the endless admiration of the critic. 


and the perpetual labour of rival translators; but it is found in the Scripture, and that gives a sort 
of disgust to an age which verges too much towards infidelity. I could wish the muse of Mr Pope 
had chosen out some few of these pieces of sacred psalmody, which carry in them the more sprightly 
beauties of Poesy, and let the world know what a divine poet sat on the throne of Israel.” Thus far 
Dr. Watt’s. Mr. Benson’s remarks are, “ There is nothing more elegant and passionate to be found 
in allantiquity. The bursts of sorrow are so strong, so pathetic, so short, so various, so unconnected, 


that no grief was ever painted in such living and 5 pig Pies i 
am, &c. 
; Your constant render, 
. GEORGE COLES. 


THE PARAPHRASE BY Dk. WATTS STANDS THUS :— 
Unhappy day! distressing sight! Daughters of Israel melt your eyes 
Israel, the land of heaven’s delight, To softer tears, and swell your sighs, 
How is thy strength thy beauty fled ! Disrob’d, disgrae’d, your monarch lies, 
On the high places of the fight, On the bleak mountains, pale and cold: 


Bebold thy Princes fall’n, thy sons of victorydead. He made rich scarlet your array; 
2 Bright were your looks, your bosoms gay 


Ne’er be it told in Gath, nor knowh With gems of regal gift, and interwoven golit. 
Among the streets of Askelon: 6 


How will Philistia’s youth rejoice How are the princes sunk in death ! 


And triumph in her shame, D 
And girls with weak unhallowed voice There my own Jonathan resign’d his breath : 
he 


Fall’n on the shameful ground ! 


Chant the dishonours of the Hebrew name! Qn the high places w : 
3. He lost his honours 


Mounts of Gilboa, let no dew Oh execrable arm tha’ 
Nor fruitful showers descend on you: 7. 
Curse on your fields trough all the year, My Jonathan, my better part, 
No flowery blessings there appear, My brother, and (that dearer name) my friend, 
Nor golden ranks of harvest stand I feel the mortal wound that reach’d thy beast, 
To grace the altar, or to feed the land. And here my comforts end. 

*T was in those inauspicious fields How pleasant was thy love to me! 

Judean heroes lost their shields: Amazing passion, strong and free! 
’T was theré (ah base reproach and scandal of the No dangers could thy steady soul remove : 

day!) « Not the fair virgin loves to that degree, 

Thy shield, O Saul, was cast away, Nor man to that degree does the fair virgin love. 

As though the Prophet’s horn had never shed To name my joys awakes my pain, 
Veodours on thy head. The dying friend runs cold through every vein. 
_ ae My Jonathen, my dying friend, 

The sword of Saul had ne’er till now How thick my woes arise ? where will my sorrows 


Awoke to war in vain, end? 

Nor Jonathan withdrawn his bow, 8. 

Withont an army slain. ) Unhappy day! distressing sight! 
Where truth and honour mark ¢ F er Ww. Israel the lag eaven’s delight 
Not eagles swifter to their prey; 9 9) How are thy, princes fail’n, thy sons-of victory ~ 
Nor lions strong or bold as they. ~_ a slain! 

5. The broken bow, the shiver’d spear, 
Graceful in arms and great in war With all the sullied pomp of war, 
Were Jonathan and Saul, In rude confusion spread 
Pleasant in life, and manly fair, Promiscuous lie among the dead, 
Nor death divides the royal pair, A lamentable sight o’er all th’ ingloriaus plain.” 
And thousands share their fall. 





